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ABOUT THIS REPORT 
 

 

This report provides a context to the assessment of the proposals submitted 

to the New Australian Stories Committee.  It provides statistical information 

about the proposals and more general comments made by the Committee 

during the assessment of the proposals at its meeting held on 6 May 2005. 

 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

 
  
The membership of the New Australian Stories Committee is as follows: 
 
 
Jennifer Bott    (NSW)   Chair 
  CEO of the Australia Council for the  Arts 
 
Daryl Buckley  (Qld)   Artistic Director & Musician 
  Elision 
 
Rhana Devenport   (NSW)  Curator & Writer 
 
Wesley Enoch  (Vic)   Director & Writer 
 
Peter Goldsworthy    (SA)  Chair, Literature Board 
 
Lindy Hume   (WA)   Artistic Director, Perth International Arts 

Festival 
 
Ian McRae    (Vic)   Chair, Theatre Board 
 
Scott Rankin (Tas) Playwright & Creative Director 
 
 
The following members of staff were in attendance: 
 
 
Ben Strout  Executive Director, Arts Development 
 
Karilyn Brown Executive Director, Audience & Market Development 
 
Susan Parker New Australian Stories Initiative Co-Ordinator 
 
Caroline Flood Administrative Assistant 
 



CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 

 

 

The Australian Government has made a one-off allocation of $2 million to the 

New Australian Stories (NAS) Initiative. This has provided us with a very 

exciting opportunity to support the creation and presentation of new works, 

which reflect distinctly Australian stories by artists, writers, composers and 

choreographers. 

 

On the 6 May 2005 the New Australian Stories Committee met for the first 

time.  It assessed thirty-three (33) proposals, which had been sourced and 

short listed by eight Boards of Council. 

 

Proposals were considered in stages, depending on whether the request was 

for seed funding, seed & second stage funding or second stage funding only.   

 

Of the proposals assessed, fifteen (15) were supported – seven (7) will 

receive seed funding; two (2) will receive seed & second stage funding and 

eleven (11) will receive second stage funding only.  In addition, NAS funds 

have been set aside to support some of the proposals, which received seed 

funding, to realise a full production. 

 

It was a very competitive process and each of the proposals demonstrated a 

vibrancy and imagination in addressing our national identity.   The proposals 

supported represent some of the highest standard of arts practice in Australia 

and we look forward to the significant contribution they will make both here 

and internationally. 

 

I would like to thank the members of the New Australian Stories Committee for 

their wisdom, insight and vigorous review of the applications we received.  My 

appreciation also goes to Ben Strout, Karilyn Brown and particularly, Susan 

Parker for their outstanding professional support for this new initiative. 

 

Jennifer Bott 
Chair 

New Australian Stories 
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