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The Council publishes a range of reports about various aspects of the arts in Australia. 
It does this to inform cultural planning agencies, the arts community and the general 
public about the facts of arts life in Australia. The Council seeks to foster a strong 
artistic life throughout Australia by promoting excellence in and development of the 
arts, and actively encouraging involvement in the arts by all Australians. 

Some Australian Arts Statistics draws on information from several major Australian 
Bureau of Statistics collections, including the 1999–2000 Service Industry Surveys and 
the 1999 Survey of Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues. It also contains data from 
a variety of other Australian Bureau of Statistics collections, including the Survey on 
Work in Culture and Leisure Activities and Children's Participation in Cultural 
Activities. 

As this collection demonstrates, the range of cultural statistics available in Australia 
has improved substantially in recent years. The Australia Council’s work to improve 
arts statistics, both as part of the Cultural Ministers Council Statistics Working Group 
and independently, has been widely recognised and more quality work is to be done. 

I would like to thank the staff of the National Centre for Culture and Recreation 
Statistics in the Adelaide office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics who were the 
principal compilers of this report. 
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�)5 Australian Bureau of Statistics 

��<5�
 Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 

�5
= Australian Standard Classification of Occupations 

)�; Bureau of Tourism Research 

425� Department of Education, Science and Training 

2��58 Equivalent full-time student units 

��
� Not available 

������ Not elsewhere classified 

������ Not further defined 

���� Not available for publication 

���2 Technical and Further Education 

>� billion dollars (thousand million) 

>� million dollars 

? Estimate has a relative standard error of between 25% and 50% and 
should be used with caution. 

?? Estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered 
too unreliable for general use. 

7 Nil or rounded to zero 

��� Not applicable 

,�	���

1. This publication is a compendium of statistics drawn mostly from 
Australian Bureau of Statistics sources. These ABS figures are based on 
periodic statistical collections conducted by the Bureau. Some collections 
are conducted annually, such as those on government cultural funding in 
Australia, and others are conducted every three or four years. The Census 
of Population and Housing is conducted every five years. Any 
compendium of these statistics, of course, will contain some statistics 
from collections completed several years ago. Updated statistics will be 
added to the Australia Council’s website as they become available—see 
<www.ozco.gov.au>. 

2. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between the 
sums of component items and totals. 
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In March 1997, the Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted a survey (as part of the 
Monthly Population Survey) to find out how many people worked in selected culture 
and leisure activities during the preceding 12 months. The survey collected details on 
the characteristics of people aged 15 years and over involved in culture and leisure 
activities, the nature of the work, whether it was paid or unpaid work, and whether the 
involvement was related to their main job. 

As Table 1.1 shows, there were almost 2.2 million people (15% of the Australian 
population aged 15 years and over) involved in some form of paid or unpaid work 
relating to culture and leisure activities in 1997. Of these, 877,000 people (6% of all 
persons aged 15 years and over) received some payment for this work, and 1.3 million 
people (9% of all persons aged 15 years and over) did not receive payment. 
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Many of these persons were involved in more than one type of activity. There was a 
total of 3.8 million involvements in culture and leisure activities, which is an average 
of 1.7 involvements for each person involved. The most common activities were 
writing, organising fetes, teaching cultural activities, music, design and performing 
arts. There were 1.4 million paid involvements in culture and leisure activities, or 36% 
of all involvements. Approximately 67% of all people involved in design received 
payment for their involvement, while only 2% or persons involved in organising fetes 
received payment. 
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In Australia there are three main sources of arts employment statistics: 

�� The survey reported in Work in Selected Culture/Leisure Activities, which is 
discussed in this chapter. This survey focuses on adult Australians’ paid and 
unpaid involvement in arts and cultural activities. 

�� The Census of Population and Housing, which collects details of employed arts 
workers on a ‘main job’ basis (see Appendix A). Detailed arts occupation 
statistics are expected to be released shortly by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

�� The Australia Council’s series of surveys of practising professional artists. A new 
report (on the fourth national survey, conducted in 2002) is to be published shortly 
by the Australia Council. 

Details of these sources are discussed in the Australia Council’s 1997 publication 
Artswork: a Report on Australians Working in the Arts. 
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There were 45 tertiary institutions operating in Australia in 2000. Of these, 40 had 
courses in at least one of the following arts-related fields of study: visual and 
performing arts; conservation of art and cultural materials; crafts; dance; dramatic arts; 
film and photographic arts; fine arts; graphic arts and design; music; and other visual 
and performing arts. 

Arts courses on offer included associate diplomas, bachelor degrees (including pass 
and honours), post-graduate diplomas, masters degrees (either by research or course 
work) and doctorates (either by research or course work). In total, 916 different courses 
were provided for the 10 arts fields of study (Table 2.1).  

Just over half (51%) of all arts courses were bachelor pass and honours level courses. 
Courses at the post-graduate diploma level or higher made up 42% of arts courses. A 
further 70 arts courses were offered at the sub-degree level. 

Music was most popular in terms of tertiary courses offered. In 2000, 312 courses were 
available. Of these, 280 were at the pass level or higher. Fine arts was another 
prominent field of study; 188 courses were offered, 173 (92%) of which were at the 
bachelor pass level or higher. 
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In 2000, 26,877 students were enrolled in tertiary courses with an arts focus. This was 
4% of all university course enrolments. Note that arts enrolment data exclude students 
majoring in creative writing and literature-based art courses and students enrolled in 
teacher education courses. 
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While tertiary arts enrolments data are readily available, corresponding course 
graduation numbers and rates are not. Some students prolong their courses by studying 
part-time or taking a long break after completion of one or two years’ work, while 
others switch subjects or institutions mid-course, making it difficult to follow the 
career of each student in a precise and longitudinal fashion. 
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In 2000, 22,797 equivalent full-time student units (EFTSU) were undertaken within the 
arts-related fields of study at the tertiary level. EFTSU is a more accurate indicator of 
student loading than the number of students enrolled as it adjusts for the number of 
students enrolled part-time. 

Between 1994 and 2000, enrolments in all arts related courses, measured in EFTSU 
terms, increased by 39%. This growth is similar to the 41% increase for all university 
courses over the same period. 
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In 1997, the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Time Use Survey obtained information 
about the way people aged 15 years and over allocated their time to different activities.  

Table 3.1 shows average time spent on selected culture and leisure activities for all 
activities by participants. 
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In April 2000, the ABS conducted a survey of the culture and leisure activities that 
children participated in during their free time. The survey measured children’s 
participation in four organised cultural activities: playing a musical instrument, 
singing, dancing and drama. It also measured children’s participation in organised sport 
and a selection of leisure activities. An adult’s interests and preferences are often 
formed in childhood, so it is particularly instructive to understand the structure and 
dynamics of children’s cultural participation. 

In the 12 months to April 2000, 777,000 Australian children (29%) aged 5 to 14 years 
were involved in at least one of the selected organised cultural activities outside of 
school hours. About twice as many girls as boys participated in at least one of these 
cultural activities (40% compared with 20%, respectively). 

Table 4.1 shows the number and percentage of children participating in these activities. 
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In April 1999 and in March 1995, the Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted 
surveys to obtain information about attendance at some cultural venues and activities 
throughout Australia. The surveys collected information about the type of venue or 
activity attended by Australians aged 15 years and over, and the number of times these 
people had attended over the previous 12 months. 

$.�� �		���������
���%%$�	���%%%�

Except for museums, botanic gardens, popular music, dance and operas/musicals, the 
total number of people aged 15 years and over who had been to cultural venues or 
events increased between the two surveys. Attendance rates provide an accurate 
indication of the change between the two survey periods, since they take into account 
changes in the population that occurred between 1995 and 1999. Data indicate that the 
percentage of people attending each type of cultural venue declined between 1995 and 
1999 (except for cinema and classical music concerts). The greatest decline in 
attendance rates was at museums. This decline can be partly explained by the 
temporary closure of some large museums. 
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The 1999 Survey of Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues also collected information 
on attendance at sporting events. The survey asked about attendance at all sporting 
events (except junior and school sport) during the 12 months to April 1999. Table 5.2 
summarises the results. 

Caution must be exercised when using these data to make comparisons between 
attendances, especially between culture and sport, as differences in the nature of the 
events and venues may make comparisons inappropriate. For example, many of the 
selected cultural venues are open year-round, while many of the sporting codes are 
seasonal. Similar considerations need to be made regarding the impact that 
broadcasting and prices charged have on differences in attendances. 

People often attend more than one type of venue or activity. For example, there were 
8.2 million people who attended either an art gallery or performing arts event. This 
represents an attendance rate of 54.7% of the population aged 15 years and over. Of 
these people, 2.5 million attended both an art gallery and a performing arts event. 
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Between November 1995 and September 1996, the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
collected information on attendances at art and culture festivals. Respondents were 
asked about their attendance at festivals in the 12 months prior to interview, excluding 
attendances at festivals that focused mainly on agriculture, food or wine.  

As Table 6.1 shows, over one-fifth (22%) of the population aged 18 years and over 
attended at least one art or cultural festival in the 12 months prior to interview. 

The total expenditure for all interstate travellers who indicated the main reason for their 
travel was to attend a festival was $54m, an average of $436 per person. 
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The term ‘the arts’ can be used in many different ways. In 1997 the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics asked people what activities they thought were included in the arts. 
Respondents were shown a list of activities and asked to select which activities they 
would include as part of the arts. The three most common activities were plays, ballet 
and opera. Just over half of respondents included photography and just over one-third 
included architecture and design. Nearly 1 in 10 respondents considered sport to be 
part of the arts. 

Table 7.1 shows that the younger and middle age groups viewed the arts as a wider 
range of activities than older age groups. For example, of those aged 18–24, 64% 
included literature, books and poetry and 41% included architecture and design. The 
corresponding figures for those aged 65 and over were 46% and 25%. 
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted a survey of the performing arts 
industries in respect of 1999–2000. The survey covered employing businesses from the 
following ANZSIC classes: 

�� 9241, Music and theatre production, which consists of businesses mainly engaged in 

providing live theatrical or musical presentations (including concerts, opera, ballet or 

drama). 

�� 9252, Performing arts venues, which consists of businesses mainly engaged in 

operating performing arts venues such as concert halls, playhouses, music halls (except 

theatre restaurants), entertainment centres (except centres where the presentation of 

sporting events is the main activity). Performing arts venues operated by local 

government authorities were included in the survey. 

�� 9259, Services to the arts n.e.c., which consists of businesses mainly engaged in 

providing services such as casting agency operations, costume design, set design, 

theatre ticket agency operation, theatre lighting and festival operation. 

The survey shows that there were 1,437 employing businesses in Australia's 
performing arts industries and 328 performing arts spaces at the end of June 2000 
(Table 8.1). These businesses employed 16,429 persons at the end of June 2000, and 
had a total income of $1,634m and total expenses of $1,584m during 1999–2000. 
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At the end of June 2000, there were 642 employing businesses in the Performing arts 
industries in New South Wales, or 45% of all performing arts industries businesses in 
Australia. There were 366 businesses in Victoria in the industry. 

Table 8.2 shows that there were 705 employing businesses in the Music and theatre 
production industry at the end of June 2000. These generated a total income of $505m 
during 1999–2000. Just under half of this income (46%) was from box office takings. 
Government funding accounted for 23% of total income.  
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During 1999–2000 Music and theatre production businesses presented 47,083 paid 
performances at which there were 13 million paid attendances (Table 8.3).  
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted a survey that gathered information on 
commercial art galleries in Australia in 1999–2000. In the survey a commercial art 
gallery was defined as a business whose primary activity is the display and sale of 
artworks. The survey excluded businesses involved in the sale of artworks made 
directly by the artist or made through auction houses. Sales of artworks by public art 
galleries, department stores, craft stores and market stalls were also excluded.  

The Commercial Art Galleries Survey indicated that there were 514 commercial art 
gallery businesses operating in Australia at the end of June 2000. The total sales of 
these galleries during 1999–2000 was $218m (Table 9.1). 
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Table 9.2 shows that in 1999–2000, over two-thirds of commercial art gallery 
businesses were located in New South Wales and Victoria. At the end of June 2000 
commercial art galleries employed 1,409 people.  
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics has undertaken four surveys of Australian book 
publishing: in respect of 1994, 1995–96, 1997–98 and 1999–2000. The data collections 
covered businesses that employed staff and whose predominant activity was book 
publishing.  

Table 10.1 shows that in 1999–2000, 199 Australian businesses were engaged 
predominantly in book publishing. These businesses sold a total of 120 million books. 
In addition, there were 6 million books sold by other businesses which had book 
publishing income of $2m or more. 
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The 126 million books sold in 1999–2000 represents a 13% increase compared with 
books sold in 1997–98. 
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Information on business giving to organisations and individuals was also collected in 
the ABS Business Generosity Survey, which was conducted in respect of 2000–01. 
This survey collected data about both monetary payments and the ‘dollar equivalent 
values’ of in-kind support (the provision of goods and services). 

As well as collecting data on sponsorship (which provides the business with 
advertising or promotional benefits), the survey also collected information on business 
to community projects (which are cooperative arrangements that provide the business 
with strategic business benefits such as improving the expertise of their staff or 
permitting wider networking) and donations (for which the business receives no direct 
benefit). 

Of the $1,447m given by businesses in 2000–01, $70m (5%) was provided for arts and 
cultural activities. Of this $70m, $40m was in the form of sponsorship, while $23m 
was donations and $6m was for business to community projects. 

 
���� �� �8�� �
��� �� �� �
� % �)� � ���� #***4*���

�� �� �� �� ��

�� (�����	���������� 8���������
������ ������

(�����	�������������
�����	��3��

�,�������

�� J�� J�� J�� ��

�� �� �� �� ��

6�	����	�� ��� � &#�� � & &�!� ����

+���	������������	�������B����� #��� "!#� " ���� ��&�

���	�������� $��$� #� ��� #! �!� #�

�� �� �� �� ��

������"����"� ����� ���

��� �������� ��	�

�� �� �� �� ��

������*�(��������	�+�������,�����������-�>�	���������,�(��������	�+���	�����-�����E�"�1)����	��� "&!��2��

Of the $70m provided by business for arts and cultural activities in 2000–01, $44m 
(63%) was in the form of money. The remainder ($26m) was in the form of in-kind 
support with goods provided for arts and cultural activities valued at $14m and services 
valued at $12m. 
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In the Business Sponsorship Survey, sponsorship was defined as monetary payments 
made to persons or organisations in return for advertising or promotional benefits. It 
excluded sponsorship in-kind, such as contra arrangements or free promotion of events, 
where no moneys were actually paid or exchanged. 

The research showed, 38,900 businesses, or 6% of all Australian businesses, undertook 
sponsorship activities in 1996–97.  

The total value of business sponsorship in 1996–97 was $467m. Of this, sport received 
$282m (more than 60% of the total value of sponsorship). Sponsorship of art and 
cultural activities was $29m, education $37m, trade shows and conferences $50m and 
other activities $68m. 

The industry divisions with the largest numbers of businesses that sponsored art and 
cultural activities were Retail trade (with 686 sponsors) and Communication, property 
and business services (669 sponsoring businesses). 

The industries which contributed the most to art and cultural activities in terms of value 
of sponsorship were Communication, property and business services ($9m), 
Manufacturing ($4m), Transport and Storage ($4m) and Finance and Insurance ($4m). 
Between them, these industries accounted for 73% of the total value of sponsorship to 
art and cultural activities. 

 
���# �� ��	 � �

���� � ��	
 � � ���
��	�� �� % � �
���� 	� �!!,4!"�

�� �� �� �� ��

��
+���	������������
���	������ %������,����	��������

?	������� 	��� �� J�� ��

�� �� �� �� ��

5�	�	3� !$� ��&� �� � ��!�

5�	�,������	3� �"$� !�$� $�$� "&�"�

9����������-�3����	��������������� �"� "�"� "�"� �� �

���������������� "&� ��&� "�#� &�&�

:������������ # #� ���!� ���� ��"�

(�����������	-���,����	����������	���  �� �� � ��&� "�!�

���	�������	�������3�� !!� ��!� $�"� "$�

)����	������	-�����������	��4���	�������
����� ##�� ���"�  � � ���"�

7�	�	����	���	����	��� "��� ��&� $� "��!�

8����� �$!� ���!� ��"� "��#�

�� �� �� �� ��

������ ��	�	� �

� ����� �

�

�� �� �� �� ��

������*�6�������	���,�)����	������	�-�?	,�������	�����	���3���	������(���-�)�����������	����	�(������������� -�
+���	�������	���������,�)��������(���
�����-�"��#E�!��

 



#*� ��������� 	
 � �

 ��	 �� �� �
 � � � � � �� �
�����	��� �
 � ���������������
���
	� ����
�������	� ������

Table 11.2.2 shows the perceived benefits of sponsoring art and cultural activities 
reported by sponsoring businesses. Public good was the most frequently cited benefit 
(52% of all sponsors). Other major benefits were signage (44%) and free tickets or 
benefits for company employees (34%). Preferred supplier status was the benefit least 
frequently reported, being mentioned by only 48 businesses (2%). 
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The Bureau of Tourism Research collects quarterly and annual data on the activities of 
tourists through two surveys—the International Visitor Survey and the National Visitor 
Survey.  

In the 1999 International Visitor Survey, interviews were conducted with 
approximately 20,000 short-term (duration of stay less than 12 months) international 
visitors at Australia’s major international airports: Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Cairns, Perth, Adelaide and Darwin. Visitors were interviewed as they departed 
Australia. 

During 1999, there were 4,143,100 international visitors to Australia aged 15 years and 
over. 
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The International Visitor Survey also collected information about the activities 
undertaken by people while they were in Australia. Table 12. 2 shows the percentage of 
people who attended various entertainment venues while they were in Australia.  
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics periodically undertakes the Household Expenditure 
Survey. The survey collects information about how much Australian households spend 
on various goods and services. Respondents in the survey are asked to keep a personal 
diary to record their expenditure over a two-week period. This chapter reports data 
from the latest Household Expenditure Survey, for 1998–99. 
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The Household Expenditure Survey indicates that, in 1998–99, recreation made up 
13% of total household goods and services expenditure. Recreation includes 
expenditure on entertainment, the arts, holidays, gambling and other recreation. The 
main categories of weekly spending by Australian households are shown in Table 13.1. 
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In 1998–99, Australian households spent $10,098m on the heritage and arts and other 
culture goods and services shown in Table 13.2. This was an average weekly 
expenditure of $27.19 for every household in Australia in 1998–99. 
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics periodically conducts a survey of retail businesses. 
The survey collects structural data (such as income and expenses) and commodity sales 
from a sample of retail businesses that employ staff. Latest data are for 1998–99. 

In 1998–99 employing retail businesses generated $146b in retail sales. The survey 
collected information on 127 retail commodities. Eighteen of these commodities can be 
considered ‘cultural’ or culture-related, and these are listed in Table 14.1. These 
cultural commodities made up 7% ($10b) of total retail sales. Newspapers, periodicals 
and maps was the largest-selling cultural commodity, with $2b in retail sales. Also 
prominent were books ($1b in retail sales).  
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The Australian National Accounts provide a summary of economic activity in 
Australia. The accounts make it possible to estimate the financial size of the arts 
industry. Latest data available are for 1996–97. 
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The total value of Australian production in 1996–97 was $973b. The total value of 
Australian production by arts and related industry groups was $7b (Table 15.1).  
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Although there are no detailed figures available for 1999–2000, it is possible to 
calculate estimates by increasing 1996–97 data by the percentage change in total 
income at the industry subdivision level (these data are collected by the ABS in its 
Economic Activity Survey). Using this method, the value of Australian production by 
the arts industry groups in Table 15.1 can be estimated at $8b in 1999–2000.  
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Table 15.3 compares the total value of production by the arts and related industry 
groups with a selection of other industry groups.  
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This section covers a wider definition of the arts industry. The industry categories 
included in the definition are shown in Table 15.4. In 1996–97, the total value of 
Australian production of goods and services by the arts and wider cultural industry 
groups was approximately $26b. This was 3% of the total production of goods and 
services in Australia in 1996–97. Comparable industry groups, in terms of value of 
goods and services produced, were Health ($33b), Government administration ($31b), 
Education ($28b), and Accommodation, cafes and restaurants ($29b). 

Again, using the percentage change in total income at the industry subdivision level, it 
is possible to calculate 1999–2000 estimates for the arts and wider cultural industries. 
The value of Australian production of goods and services by the arts and wider cultural 
industry groups in 1999–2000 is estimated at $31b in 1999–2000. Table 15.4 shows the 
breakdown by industry category. 
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Total government funding in Australia for a wide range of arts and cultural purposes in 
2000–01 was $4,455m. These activities included activities classified by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics as ‘Heritage’ or ‘Arts’.  

The ‘Heritage’ category includes libraries, archives, art museums and other museums, 
such as natural history museums and science museums, as well as nature parks and 
reserves. 

The ‘Arts’ category includes broadcasting and film, performing arts, performing arts 
venues, literature, visual arts and crafts and community cultural activities. 

The details of this funding are presented in Tables 16.1, 16.2, 16.3 and 16.4.   

�&.�� 4������������
����	�����
���

Funding for these arts and cultural activities in Australia is provided by all three levels 
of government. Table 16.1 shows that in 2000–01, about 37% of the total funding of 
$4,455m was provided by the Commonwealth government ($1,640m). The state and 
territory governments combined provided $1,942m (about 44%) and local government 
provided $872m (20%). 
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Of the $1,640m spent by the commonwealth government, about 47% ($777m) went to 
radio and television broadcasting. 

Of the $1,942m spent by state and territory governments combined, about 15% 
($297m) went to libraries and archives. About $76m went to performing arts and $93m 
to performing arts venues. 
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Funding for arts and cultural activities across the states and territories varies 
considerably. Partly this is indicative of differing funding responsibilities between the 
states/territories and their respective local governments. For example, the Northern 
Territory has a responsibility for funding libraries, whereas in most of the states this 
funding is provided by local government. The ABS advises that caution should be 
exercised when comparing across states and territories. 
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Per capita funding for arts and cultural activities by local government shows wide 
variations across the states and territories. This is partly indicative of the widely 
differing funding responsibilities between the states/territories and their respective 
local governments. The ABS advises that caution should be exercised when comparing 
across states and territories. 
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The Australia Council is the Federal Government’s arts funding and advisory body. Its 
vision is to enrich the life of the nation by supporting and promoting the practice and 
enjoyment of the arts. 

The Australia Council was established in 1975 as a statutory authority. Its predecessor, 
the Australian Council for the Arts, began in 1968. Table 17.1 shows Commonwealth 
Government funding received by both incarnations of the Council to 2002–03.  
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Every five years the Australian Bureau of Statistics undertakes a Census of Population 
and Housing. While a Census was conducted in 2001, data from the 1996 Census are 
the latest available at the time of writing. 

Although a variety of employment data are available from the Census, the Census only 
collects information relating to a person’s main job in Census week. Hence the figures 
quoted should be regarded as a low estimate of employment in the arts since they do 
not include people whose second job is in the arts or arts workers who are temporarily 
out of work. 

Despite its focus on main job, the Census offers a unique opportunity to obtain a range 
of data on arts employment. Employment data collected from the Census can be 
analysed by occupation and/or the industry in which people work.  
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‘The arts’ is a difficult term to define and is subject to a variety of definitions. This 
publication distinguishes between main arts occupations and wider arts occupations. 
The following table lists the main arts occupations only (hereafter referred to simply as 
arts occupations). 

While a distinction has been made here for main and wider arts, it is acknowledged that 
these definitions are subjective. There may be occupations that some people consider 
do not belong in these definitions, or other occupations that people consider to be 
artistic that have been excluded. 
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Of the people employed in an arts occupation as their main job in 1996, 33,643 were 
male and 35,443 were female. The largest single arts occupation was graphic designer 
in 1996. 
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In August 1996, New South Wales accounted for nearly 39% of all people who worked 
in arts occupations. New South Wales and Victoria were the only states to have a 
higher proportion of people working in arts employment compared with their 
percentage of the Australian population. 
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