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LIVE ON STAGE - Music International Showcase Program 
2008 Guidelines and Application form 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  
Complete applications must be received at least eight (8) weeks prior to the project commencement date. 
 
The Australia Council’s Market Development section aims to create more demand for Australian contemporary arts 
through supporting the promotion of Australian contemporary arts and the development of new markets and 
audiences, in Australia and internationally.   
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The LIVE ON STAGE program provides travel support for professional musicians and their manager/representative 
selected to showcase original Australian music at key international music trade fairs and international festivals.  
 
This program is part of Market Development’s International Music Strategy 2008-2011 and responds to the current 
global interest and demand in rock/pop and Indigenous music from Australia and also the growth of a strong and 
vibrant live music scene.  
 
Support is available for musicians selected to showcase at the following three international trade fairs - South by 
South West (USA), The Great Escape (UK) and WOMEX, World Music Expo (Europe) - due to their significance 
on the international music calendar, their ability to showcase live music and proven track record in attracting the 
music world’s most influential decision makers. Please note that the program prioritises Indigenous musicians 
selected to showcase at WOMEX. 
  
Support is also available for ‘career-defining’ performances at key international music festivals tied to 
developing career and market potential for musicians. It is expected that the performance opportunity is on an 
official/main stage that has the potential to expand on a demonstrated audience base and market niche. It is also 
expected that the festival is high-profiled, established, attracts key buyers and decision-makers from the international 
music sector, generates strong media interest and performance fees are paid. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
Eligible applicants must: 
o have an official trade fair invitation or festival invitation with confirmed performance fees. 
o have an album or body of work that is nationally distributed. 
o be based in Australia, be Australian citizens or have permanent resident status in Australia. Proof may be 

required.  
 
Individuals, groups and organisations are eligible to apply for funding. 

 
Restrictions: 
o Given limited resources, support to travel to other international trade fairs (such as MIDEM and Popkomm) will 

not be considered. 
o International touring is not supported under this program.  
o A maximum of two (2) grants may be awarded to the same music act per financial year. 
o Proposals for showcase performances that have already taken place will not be considered. 
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ELIGIBILITY (cont’d) 

 
o If an application is rejected, it can not be resubmitted seeking support for the same activity. 
o Individuals, groups or organisations in default of existing contractual obligations to the Australia Council are 

not eligible. 
 
 
AMOUNT AVAILABLE 
The maximum available per application is AU$10,000. It is expected that the applicant will contribute to the cost of 
the international activity supported.   
 
Eligible Expenses: 
o Economy class international airfares (for band members and manager only) 
o Freight 
  
All other costs associated with international travel are the responsibility of the applicant.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT OF APPLICATION 
 
Australia Council staff will review the travel requests against the assessment criteria below. 
 
While your application may meet the stated assessment criteria, you are not guaranteed travel support. Support from 
this travel fund rests on the merits of the proposal against the stated assessment criteria in competition with other 
applicants and available resources.  
 
Assessment Criteria: 
 
1. The extent to which the showcase presents a significant international opportunity tied to career 

development and market potential. 
 

Please include written confirmation of the showcase performance from the trade fair or festival, including 
confirmation of showcase date(s), time, venue/stage and fee paid (applicable to festival invitations).  

 
Please outline the intended outcomes as a result of the showcase performance, for example, how the showcase 
will contribute to short and long-term career development goals and will establish or consolidate international 
markets for the music act. Please also provide evidence demonstrating that the trade fair/festival is high-
profiled, established, and attracts key decision-makers and that there is a demonstrated match between the 
music performed and the trade fair/festival (max. 2 pages). 

 
2. A well-defined marketing strategy for the showcase. 
 

Please include a marketing and promotional strategy demonstrating commitment to the market/territory, how the 
international strategy will be rolled-out and details of meetings scheduled with international contacts. 

 
3. The extent to which the music act is export ready. 
 

Export readiness will vary slightly between music styles and can be demonstrated by: the music act’s profile in 
Australia and internationally, evidence that it is a good live music act, has extensive touring experience, a 
current album or body of work that is nationally distributed, a web presence, airplay, good sales and strong 
press. 

 
4. Evidence that the showcase opportunity is well planned and achievable.  
 

Please include a budget itemising the main costs of the showcase opportunity, including resources contributed 
by the applicant and/or any other sources of funding to demonstrate financial viability of the project. 
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HOW TO APPLY 
 
To apply for travel support, applicants must submit one (1) copy of the following:  
 
� Application Form (attached to these guidelines). 
� A statement of claims against each of the four (4) assessment criteria above. 
� A full promotional pack including: current album, band biography including touring history, high quality photos, 

press releases and biographical information on manager. 
 
Please send a complete hard copy of your application to: 
 

LIVE ON STAGE  
Market Development section 
Australia Council for the Arts 
PO Box 788 
STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012 

 
Applications received via fax or email will not be considered  
 
Applications which are incomplete or which do not contain all of the required materials will not be considered. 
Applicants will not be contacted if applications are incomplete.   
 
 
DEADLINE 
 
Complete applications must be received at least eight (8) weeks prior to the project commencement date.  However, 
applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their application well before the specified period above in order to 
make alternate arrangements should their application not be approved for funding.    
 
For applications received from 22nd December 2008 to 9th January 2009, please allow for a ten (10) week 
assessment period.  
 
 
NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS  
 
Applicants will normally be notified of the results within six (6) weeks of receipt of their complete application. The 
Australia Council does not release results over the telephone or via facsimile. 
 
Applications will not be returned to the applicant. If you wish your materials to be returned, please contact Australia 
Council staff to make alternate arrangements. 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information, please contact:  
 

Joseph Alessi, Program Officer 
International Market Development  
Tel: (02) 9215 9178 or Toll free: 1800 226 912 
Email: j.alessi@australiacouncil.gov.au 

 
 

These guidelines are subject to modification without notice. 
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 1.1 NAME 

Name of your organisation/group (if applicable):       

Your name or name of contact person:       
Title:  Mr.  Ms.  Other (please specify)       

Given names:       

Family name:       
    Go to 1.2 

 
1.2 ABN  & GST 

Your ABN: 

                           

In what name is the ABN registered?       

What is your trading name or professional 
name (if applicable)? 

      

Are you registered for GST?                            Yes   No  (please select)    Go to 1.3 

 
1.3 CONTACT DETAILS 

Street address:       

Suburb/Town:       State
: 

      Postcode:       

Postal address:       
 (if the same as your street address, write ‘as above’) 

 Suburb/Town:       State
: 

      Postcode:       

Work: (   )       Home: (   )       Fax: (   )       
Mobile:         Email       

Website address:        
  Go to 1.4 

 
1.4 PROJECTSUMMARY 

Amount Requested: (AUD $)       

Briefly describe the activity:          

          

Destination (City, Country) 
(if applicable):          

Start Date:       End Date:        

    Go to 1.5 

  

MARKET DEVELOPMENT 

LIVE ON STAGE:  Application Form  
 

DEADLINE:  
Submitted at least Eight (8) Weeks prior to the project commencement date 
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1.5 MUSICIANS & MANAGER (IF TRAVELLING) 
Please list only the individuals travelling on the requested funds from the Australia Council, including 
their title/role(s). All individuals travelling on Australia Council funds must be based in Australia. 
Name of Individual/s Title/Role(s) 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            
 

1.6 ADMINISTERING ORGANISATION/INDIVIDUAL (OPTIONAL) 

Groups, ensembles or unincorporated entities must nominate an individual or legally constituted 
organisation to take responsibility for administering any grant that may be offered.  
Successful applicants who do not have an Australian Business Number (ABN) may have 48.5% of their 
grant withheld.  This amount is forwarded to the Australian Taxation Office and you may seek to claim it as 
part of your annual tax return.  Individual applicants who do not have an ABN may wish to nominate an 
organisation to administer their grant. 
 
Legal name of organisation or 
individual who will administer your 
grant: 

      

Street address:       

Suburb/Town:       State:       Postcode:       

Postal address:       

 (if the same as your street address, write ‘as above’) 

Suburb/Town:       State:       Postcode:       

Work: (   )       Home: (   )       Fax: (   )       

Mobile:        Email:       

Signature:        
Date: 

      /       /       

Name in full:  
      

Position in organisation: 
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1.7 CERTIFICATION 

 
Privacy and Freedom of Information 

The information you provide in your request or funding submission is used when processing and 
assessing your request or submission. To help promote Australia's contemporary arts, the 
Australia Council distributes information concerning successful requests and submissions to the 
Commonwealth and State or Territory governments, national and local media and the general 
public. It also publishes this information in the Australia Council's Annual Report and on the 
Australia Council web site. The Council will not use personal information for any purposes other 
than those consented to below and will not make further disclosures without consent.   

 
The provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 1982 apply to documents in the possession of the 
Australia Council 
 I, the undersigned, certify that: 
(Please check each box below) 

 
  I have read carefully the eligibility criteria of this program, which are described in the funding 

guidelines, and I (or the organisation I represent) meet(s) these criteria. 

 I am an Australian citizen or permanent resident of Australia. 

 I understand that my application will be considered ineligible if I am in default of any existing 
contractual agreements with the Australia Council. 

 I note that in line with the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts Policy, the Australia 
Council requires that applications and requests with artistic content and/or stated intended 
outcomes relating to Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander artists, communities or their activities, 
must provide letters of support from relevant Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander artists and/or 
communities. 

 I acknowledge that this request may not be funded, or it may not be funded at the amount 
requested. 

 I consent that information provided in this application may be used for training and testing 
purposes by Australia Council staff only. 

 If this request is approved, I consent to the media or members of parliament being given 
information about the funded project and I may be contacted directly by them. 

 The statements in this request are true to the best of my knowledge and any supporting material 
is my own work or the work of the artists named in this application. 

 I understand that any information given to applicants by a Council, Board or staff member should 
be seen as information only and that I should not alter my circumstances or act upon 
expectations arising from such information. 

 

Signature:   
Date: 

      /       /       

Name in full:        

Position in organisation:       
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1.8 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
You may substitute your own budget page but it must conform to the format below. 
  

Income   Expenditure  
Australia Council   Salaries and fees AUD$ 

Amount requested        Artists (Please itemise)       

                    

Other grant income               

State Government                    

Confirmed:  YES  NO   Subtotal $ 

Local Government        Production / direct costs  

Confirmed:  YES  NO   International airfares        

Other        (__persons x __ticket cost) 

Confirmed:  YES  NO   Freight       

Subtotal $       Visas       

Your own contribution  
(Please itemise) 

  Surface travel       

             Accommodation       

             Light and sound       

             Venue hire       

             Other       

                    

Subtotal $       Subtotal $      

 
Total Income 

 
$      

  
Total Expenditure 

 
$      

 
 
 
  

Please note:  
If you are GST-registered, the Australia Council will pay the grant plus GST. Your budget should be 
exclusive of GST if you are registered for the GST. You should provide amounts in Australian dollars 
(AUD$).  
 
If you are not GST-registered, your budget should include GST as this is part of the cost of the project. We 
do not add any amount to the grant to cover this expense, as you are not obliged to charge the Australia 
Council GST. 
 
• List all projected income and expenditure items under the headings given. 
• Indicate all expenditure items to be covered by this grant with an asterisk (*). 
• Please ensure that the project totals of your income and expenditure are exactly equal. 
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1.9 STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

This section is not used to assess your application and is not seen by those assessing your application. The 
information you provide here is collated with other statistical information and may contribute to the evaluation of 
Australia Council grant categories and administrative processes overall. Collated information may also be used 
to measure whether Australia Council services are accessible and equitable. Please help us to improve our 
services by filling out the questionnaire below. Your response to this question is voluntary. 

INDIVIDUAL APPLICANTS - please complete questions A and B 

GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS  - please complete questions B and C 

A. Individual applicants  

Please tick only those statements that apply to you. 

 

  I have had five years or less professional practice in the art form/activity in which I propose to 
work through this application 

 

 

  I am Aboriginal. My Language is:        
 

  I am Torres Strait Islander. My Language 
is: 

       

 

  
I was born overseas and my first language is not 
English. Language:  

       
 

  I was born in Australia and the first language of at least one of my parents (or the people who 
raised me) is not English.  

 Language:        
 

  I identify with the following ancestry/ies:        

 (For example: English, Irish, Hmong, Kurdish, Vietnamese. Ancestry describes the ethnic or cultural groups to which 
your forebears belonged and with which you identify) 

 

  I have a disability 
 

B. All applicants complete 
Is your project/activity aimed at a specific target audience(s)?  Please tick only those statements that apply to you. 

  No. Groups & Orgs please go to section C  Yes. Please specify below which target audience(s): 
 

 

  Young people (people under 26) 
 

  Emerging artists (artists in the first five years of their current art form practice) 
 

  People in regional or remote communities 
 

  Aboriginal people or communities 
 

  Torres Strait Islander people or communities 
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  People from culturally or linguistically diverse communities  
 

  People with a disability 
 

  Older people 
 

C. Only complete if you are applying as a group or an organisation 
 

Please indicate the ways in which each of the groups in the table below is involved in your project. For example if 
there are 8 people involved in your project all of whom are young people of which 5 have artistic control over the 
project and 3 will be unpaid volunteers with no artistic control, record ‘5’ in the ‘artistic control’ column beside 
‘Young People’ and ’3’ in the ‘unpaid professionals’ column as in the example below:  

Example 
only:  

Young People (under 
26) 

5        3  

If appropriate choose multiple groups. And if the people involved in your project are from no specific group you 
should choose just the ‘No specific group of people’ row but you’ll still need to record the nature of their 
involvement in the project.  

 
Which of these groups of 
people are involved in your 
project? 

 

 

How many of 
these people have 
artistic control 
over the project? 

 

How many of 
these people are 
paid 
professionals 
with no artistic 
control over the 
project? 

 

How many of these 
people are unpaid 
professionals with no 
artistic control over 
the project? (eg 
volunteers)? 

 

 

No specific group of people                      

 
Young people (under 26)                      
 
Emerging artists (artists in the first 
5 years of their current art form 
practice) 

                     

 
People in regional or remote 
communities                      

 
Aboriginal people or communities                      

 
Torres Strait Islander people or 
communities 

                     

 
People from culturally or 
linguistically diverse communities                      

 
People with a disability                      

 
Older people                      
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 
Further information for applicants is available online at www.australiacouncil.gov.au   
 
How will I be informed that the Council has received my application? 
The Australia Council will send you, by mail, a notice acknowledging that it has received your application.  The 
Council will send this notice approximately one week after your application arrives. 
 
When do I receive the funds? 
Applicants will be required to enter into a legally binding funding agreement with the Australia Council, if successful, 
before any funds can be released.   
 
What are the conditions of funding? 
If funding recipients are unable to undertake the proposed activity for any reason, they must notify Market 
Development immediately.   Applicants may be required to return all or part of the funding to the Australia Council. 
 
Within the funding agreement, requirements for acknowledging the Australia Council support in all publicity and 
promotional material, including websites and email notifications, is specified. 
 
Is there an acquittal process? 
All recipients must submit a detailed acquittal report within 13 weeks to the Market Development detailing key 
outcomes, successes and weaknesses, including financial details.  Recipients may also be contacted by the 
Council’s Research and Evaluation team in order to access further details on the long-term outcomes from the 
activity supported.  
 
Failure to supply your final acquittal or the provision of incomplete or inaccurate information may result in you being 
denied access to future funding.  
 
Is my personal information protected? 
Information contained in your acquittal, while confidential, may be shared between divisions of the Australia Council 
where it is relevant to other ongoing Council activities in particular around program planning and application 
evaluation. 
 
 
 
Other Sources of Funding  
For more information on other music programs, including international touring, support for music managers and 
other Skills and Arts Development (International) opportunities, please refer to the Music Board webpage on the 
Australia Council website (www.australiacouncil.gov.au/music), the Australia Council’s Support for the Arts 
Handbook 2008 or speak to Australia Council staff. 
 
 


