







    
    
		
                      
            
                
                                             
                            
                                Please note: Some of the content on this page was published prior to the launch of Creative Australia and references the Australia Council. Read more.                              

                        

                                                 

                                           
                        
                           
                                                                [image: ]                                [image: ]                            
                        

                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                
                                Login
                            

                        

                      

                    

                    
                          
                            
                                	Creative 
Australia
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    
                                                        	Creative Australia Awards
	Media release
	Music Australia
	Creative Workplaces
	Download our logo


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	Music 
Australia
	Creative 
Workplaces
	Investment + 
Development
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    Investment

& development

We support the best circumstances for a thriving arts sector.

  

                                                

                                                    
                                                        	Find a grant or opportunity
	How we assess applications	Become an Assessor
	Current Assessors
	Assessment panels


	Multi-year investment	National Performing Arts Partnership Framework (Partnership Framework)
	Four Year Investment for Organisations
	Visual Arts and Craft Strategy (VACS)
	Major Festivals Initiative


	International engagement	International Engagement Strategy 2021-25
	International Engagement Fund
	Australia at the Venice BIennale


	Digital Culture Programs
	Leadership Programs




                            
                                	Sector Recovery Initiatives
	Re-imagine: What Next?
	Awarded grants
	Protocols and resources
	Online resources
	Partner with us	Donate




                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	Partnerships + 
Philanthropy
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    Bringing philanthropy and arts funding together to leverage public and private investment and build new partnerships.

  

                                                

                                                    
                                                        	Partnerships and co-investing with us
	Creative Partnerships Australia
	Australian Cultural Fund
	Venice Supporters
	Donate to Creative Australia


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	Advocacy + 
Research
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    Advocacy

& research

We increase awareness of the value of public investment in arts and creativity.

  

                                                

                                                    
                                                        	Diversity	First Nations arts	First Nations Arts and Culture Awards


	Arts and disability
	Cultural Engagement Framework


	Research	Electorate profiles
	Research partnerships


	Events	Asia Pacific Arts Awards
	Creative Australia Awards
	First Nations Arts and Culture Awards
	National Arts and Disability Awards
	Prime Minister's Literary Awards
	Venice Biennale
	See more


	Wellbeing


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	First Nations 
First
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    First Nations

arts & culture

We build on our long term commitment to First Nations arts and culture.

  

                                                

                                                    
                                                        	First Nations-led Board
	Opportunities
	Purrumpa
	First Nations Round Tables
	Protocols for using First Nations Cultural and Intellectual Property in the arts
	First Nations Arts and Culture Awards


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	News
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    News and media

We enable opportunities for Australia’s arts and culture to be shared with more Australians.

  

                                                

                                                    
                                                        	Media Releases
	Stories
	Speeches and opinion


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

	About Us
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    
                                                        	About Us
	Download our logo
	Strategy and corporate plan
	Diversity
	Our people
	Meet our CEO




                            
                                	Corporate documents	Our annual reports
	Our submissions
	Our policies
	Statement of intent


	Procurement
	Payments process for suppliers and grant recipients
	Modern Slavery Statements
	Accessibility
	Careers
	Partner with us
	Contact us


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            


  
                            
                        

                    

                    
                    
	
		
		
                        
                                
                            
        

						
									
																
							Creative Australia

						
																						
																	
										Creative Workplaces
																													
				
																	
										Music Australia
																													
				
																	
										Download our logo
																													


											

									
																
							Advocacy 

						
																						
																	
										First Nations First
																														
											
																																						
	
																																							Protocols For Using First Nations Cultural And Intellectual Property In The Arts
																									


																			
				
																	
										Diversity
																													
				
																	
										Events
																														
											
																																							Australia at the Venice Biennale
																									
	
																																							Asia Pacific Arts Awards
																									
	
																																							Creative Australia Awards
																									
	
																																							First Nations Arts and Culture Awards
																									
	
																																							Marketing Summit
																									
	
																																							National Arts And Disability Awards
																									
	
																																							Prime Minister's Literary Awards
																									


																			
				
																	
										Stories
																													
				
																	
										Speeches and opinion
																													


											

									
																
							Research

						
																						
																	
										Latest research
																													
				
																	
										Research Partnerships
																													
				
																	
										Electorate profiles
																													
				
																	
										Topics
																														
											
																																							Artists and creative careers
																									
	
																																							Cultural and creative industries
																									
	
																																							Diversity and equity
																									
	
																																							Engagement
																									
	
																																							First Nations
																									
	
																																							Innovation
																									
	
																																							International
																									
	
																																							Value and impact
																									


																			


											

									
																
							Investment

						
																						
																	
										Find a grant or opportunity
																													
				
																	
										How we assess applications
																														
											
																																							Become an assessor
																									
	
																																							Current Assessors
																									
	
																																							Assessment panels
																									


																			
				
																	
										Multi-year investment
																														
											
																																							NPAPF
																									
	
																																							Four Year Investment for Organisations
																									
	
																																							VACS
																									
	
																																							Major Festivals Initiative
																									


																			
				
																	
										Successful applications
																													
				
																	
										Investment FAQ's
																													
				
																	
										Awarded grants
																													
				
																	
										Login
																													


											

									
																
							Development

						
																						
																	
										International
																														
											
																																							Australia at the Venice Biennale
																									


																			
				
																	
										Digital Culture Programs
																													
				
																	
										Leadership program
																													
				
																	
										Sector Recovery Initiatives
																													
				
																	
										Marketing Summit
																													
				
																	
										Online resources
																														
											
																																							First Nations roundtables
																									
	
																																							Think Inside the Square
																									
	
																																							Creative Connections
																									
	
																																							Podcasts
																									


																			


											

									
																
							First Nations First

						
																						
																	
										First Nations-led Board
																													
				
																	
										First Nations Arts and Culture Awards
																													
				
																	
										Festival of Pacific Arts and Culture 2024
																													
				
																	
										Purrumpa National Gathering
																													
				
																													
				
																	
										Protocols for using First Nations Cultural and Intellectual Property
																													
				
																	
										First Nations Arts and Culture Strategy
																													


											

									
																
							News

						
																						
																	
										Media releases
																													
				
																	
										Stories
																													
				
																	
										Speeches
																													


											

									
																
							Events

						
																						
																	
										Creative Australia Awards
																													
				
																	
										Australia at the Venice Biennale
																													
				
																	
										First Nations Arts Awards
																													
				
																	
										National Arts and Disability Awards
																													
				
																	
										Upcoming Events
																													


											

									
																
							About us

						
																						
																	
										Creative Australia
																													
				
																	
										Download our logo
																													
				
																	
										Our COVID-19 response
																													
				
																	
										Strategy and corporate plan
																													
				
																	
										Our people
																													
				
																	
										Procurement
																													
				
																	
										Payments process
																													
				
																	
										Partner with us
																														
											
																																							Donate
																									


																			
				
																	
										Corporate documents
																														
											
																																							Our compliance documents
																									
	
																																							Our statement of expectations
																									
	
																																							Our submissions
																									
	
																																							Our policies
																									
	
																																							Our annual reports
																									


																			
				
																	
										Careers
																													
				
																	
										Accessibility
																													
				
																	
										Contact us
																													


											

							

					

	





                

            

                    
        
	
    		

		

    
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Creating Our Future: Results Of The National Arts Participation Survey

                                


                            

                        

                        

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Aug 26, 2020
                                

                                
                                    [image: Share]

                                

                            

                        

                        

                    

                

     

        
            
                

            	
	Home
	Advocacy and Research
	Creating Our Future: Results Of The National Arts Participation Survey

                     
               
            

        




                
                    
                        
                          
                                                                                                                                                
                                                    
                                                         Audience Data and Advocacy Tools

                                                        
The Audience Data and Advocacy Tools are a new and interactive way to engage with the results of the 2019 National Arts Participation Survey, Creating Our Future.

Developed by the Australia Council for the Arts and Lonergan Research, these tools provide new insights and opportunities to understand Australians’ engagement with and attitudes towards the arts.

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                                                                            

                                                            
                                                                                                                            

                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Learn more
                                                                                                                            

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                    

                                                

                                    
                                                                                                                
                                                    
                                                         Creating Our Future: Results of the National Arts Participation Survey webinar series

                                                        
This webinar series is a deep dive into the main themes of the report, exploring how Australians’ increasingly value the benefits of the arts and creativity.
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Overview

Creating Our Future: Results of the National Arts Participation Survey is the fourth study in the landmark research series that explores Australians’ engagement with and attitudes towards the arts.

The National Arts Participation Survey asks how Australians are engaging with arts and creativity in our daily lives. How do Australians feel about arts and creativity? How is our arts engagement changing? Do we recognise the impacts of arts and creativity in our lives and communities? How do Australians feel about public funding for the arts?

The survey was conducted in late 2019, not long before the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted our world, lives and the cultural and creative industries. The survey results provide a benchmark of Australians’ arts engagement before the impacts of the pandemic, providing much needed information as doors reopen, audiences are rebuilt and the cultural and creative industries are re-ignited.

The report provides vital new evidence about the essential role arts and creativity play in Australian communities, showing the arts are a public good infused and embedded in the fabric of our daily lives.

In 2019, targeted methods were used to ensure better representation of young Australians; regional and remote First Nations communities; communities for whom language might be a barrier to participation in the survey; and Australians with intellectual disability.

We continue to capture and grow our understanding of how people from diverse backgrounds understand, participate in and value the arts.

‘As our families, communities and nation come to terms with the uncertainty, isolation and social and economic disruption of the world in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the power of the arts and creativity to connect and uplift us, to reduce expenditure across health and social services and to stimulate tourism and local economies, has never been more important.’

– Dr Wendy Were, Executive Director Advocacy and Development

 

Watch the video



 

                                            

                                        
                                                                                                                    

                                                    
                                                                Key Findings

                                                                	98% of Australians are still engaging with the arts.
	Art and creativity are highly valued and significantly more Australians now recognise the range of positive impacts on our lives, communities and our national identity.
	As well as strong and growing support for public funding for the arts in Australia, Australians have clear priorities for investment. The top three priorities are arts in the lives of young people, access to free or low-cost events and to support health and wellbeing.
	More Australians now agree First Nations arts are an important part of Australia’s culture and both attendance at and interest in First Nations arts were strong and growing prior to COVID-19.
	More than one in three Australians connect with, and share, their cultural background through arts and creativity.
	Prior to COVID-19, live arts attendance was thriving, with more than two in three Australians attending the arts in person in 2019.
	Entertainment, social connection and understanding other perspectives and cultures were the main drivers of arts attendance. Four in ten Australian would like to attend more arts events with cost and location the main barriers to increased attendance.
	Festivals are a part of life for many Australians and were growing in popularity prior to COVID-19.
	More Australians are creatively participating in the arts and the majority of Australians are listening to recorded music, reading for pleasure and engaging with the arts online.


                                                                

                                                    

                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                 ‘Art is a way to share…

It’s an experience with others’ cultures that allows you to experience without talking.

You bond.’

– Focus group participant
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Spotlights:







Creating Our Future ‘spotlight’ sections bring together findings on key themes from across the survey results. These themes highlight the value of arts and creativity to Australians and to our nation’s future.

Click on an image below to read more about each spotlight.
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                                                Creating Our Future: Spotlight on economic value and future success

                                                Image caption: Colossus by Stephanie Lake Company, Arts Centre Melbourne, 2018. Credit: Mark Gambino

Australia’s arts and creativity are among our nation’s most powerful assets and will play a critical role in Australia’s future success. Results from the National Arts Participation Survey highlight the importance of arts and creativity to child development, education, local businesses and skills for the future.

Previous research has shown the arts to be powerful drivers for regional, domestic and international tourism. Australians’ strong and growing engagement with arts festivals and events prior to COVID-19 highlights the critical role for arts in reinvigorating tourism and our economy.

	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on economic value and future success (PDF, 0.05MB).
	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on economic value and future success – Accessible Version (RTF, 0.3MB).
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                                                Creating Our Future: Spotlight on social cohesion

                                                Image caption: Jessica Mauboy performs during the Fire Fight Australia bushfire relief concert at ANZ Stadium in Sydney, Sunday, February 16, 2020. (AAP Image/Joel Carrett)

Our arts and creativity reflect who we are as a nation and are crucial in understanding and shaping our sense of national identity. Arts and creativity have a unique capacity to connect us all, irrespective of our life circumstances and experiences.

The shared stories of millions of diverse peoples who now call Australia home promote mutual understanding, respect and empathy, and powerfully connect us to a global community – all Australians are enriched by the tapestry of our people.

Now, more than ever, our artists have a significant role in helping Australians navigate rapid economic, social and cultural change and in building the health of our civil society.

	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on social cohesion (PDF, 0.06MB).
	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on social cohesion – Accessible Version (RTF, 0.4MB).
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                                                Creating Our Future: Spotlight on equal access to arts and creativity for all Australians

                                                Bendigo Groovin the Moo – crowd shot. Credit: Mackenzie Sweetnam.

All Australians, regardless of social, physical, geographic or personal circumstances, should feel invited to connect and immerse themselves in exceptional arts experiences.

The National Arts Participation Survey highlights work still to be done in Australia to ensure that all Australians can participate fully and equitably in Australia’s cultural and creative life through the arts.

Cultural inclusion is vital to the health, wellbeing and prosperity of Australian communities and for generations to come. Inequality will be a focus of further research for the Australia Council.

	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on equal access to arts and creativity for all Australians (PDF, 0.05MB).
	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on equal access to arts and creativity for all Australians – Accessible Version (RTF, 0.4MB).
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                                                Creating Our Future: Spotlight on health and wellbeing

                                                Image caption: MADE Ensemble, Ballet Barre class. Credit: Sandi Sissell.

Wellbeing is a policy consideration growing in currency internationally, and Australians increasingly recognise the positive impact of arts and creativity on our wellbeing.

The arts can save expenditure and provide returns on investment across health services and social care, helping meet major challenges such as ageing, loneliness, chronic conditions and mental health.

	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on health and wellbeing (PDF, 0.06MB).
	Download Creating Our Future: Spotlight on health and wellbeing – Accessible Version (PDF, 0.4MB).
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                    Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the many Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia and honour their Elders past and present.

We respect their deep enduring connection to their lands, waterways and surrounding clan groups since time immemorial. We cherish the richness of First Nations Peoples’ artistic and cultural expressions.

We are privileged to gather on this Country and through this website to share knowledge, culture and art now, and with future generations.

 

First Nations Peoples should be aware that this website may contain images or names of people who have died.
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				Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the many Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia and honour their Elders past and present.

We respect their deep enduring connection to their lands, waterways and surrounding clan groups since time immemorial. We cherish the richness of First Nations Peoples’ artistic and cultural expressions.

We are privileged to gather on this Country and through this website to share knowledge, culture and art now, and with future generations.

 

First Nations Peoples should be aware that this website may contain images or names of people who have died.

			

		

	






    
        
            
                
            
            
                    
            

        

    




