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Welcome and introduction to your hosts
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Wesley Enoch

Chair, First Nations Arts Strategy Panel

Lee-Ann Buckskin

Deputy Chair, Australia Council for the Arts



First Nations Arts Roundtable Key Focus
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• Connect

• Share

• Ideas

• Networks

• Navigate

Tracks Dance Company. 2019 Milpirri Jurntu. Male 

dancer Tarkyn Japangardi Tasman. Credit: Peter Eve. 



• Housekeeping

• Key issues and questions arising from last week’s webinar

• Grants update

• Guests

– Joshua Pether, Performance Artist and Pharmacist

– Wayne Barker, Coordinator Festival and Events, KALACC

– Professor Kerry Arabena, Managing Director, Karabena Consulting

• Pulse check - how are people feeling at the moment

• What’s next - how do we collectively work together

• Resources

Agenda
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Housekeeping

5

Badu Gilli, Sydney Opera House. Artist: Alick Tipoti. Credit: Daniel Boud. 



Key issues and questions arising from last week’s webinar
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The launch of Indigenous Women Artists Support program in Cairns as well as ways to work at 

home on your Art if you are on the NDIS program.

NSW Business Connect, offer 4 sessions free to review your business and assist you resourcing 

and financing.

Local Councils are looking at packages to support their local artists particularly in inner west 

Sydney

Online events launched include Moogahl Live this is way of generating paid gigs for artists 

online. Travis de Vries launched Awesome Black for artists and audiences highlighting the internet 

provides for large audiences which enables funding and advertising.

Songlines Aboriginal Music is leading a First Nations Music Survey to capture the loss of 

performances and work lost in Victoria, there are also live streaming gigs throughout Victoria.

70% of work coming out of art centres in NT is made by Women over 50 years of age who are 

the foundation of communities highlighted the huge loss to artists with the cancelation of Art Fairs 

across the country.

Register now for Australia Council's webinar series Creative connections with Terri 

Janke discussing protocols in the digital space



Grants update

For organisations and individuals who have current Australia Council arrangements, 

we are adopting a flexible approach. This includes:

Removing requirements on meeting audience KPIs

Bringing forward payments

Delaying or simplifying reporting requirements

Varying the purposes and outcomes of funding

Extending timelines for projects

Allowing organisations to use money provided for a deliverable to be repurposed 

to pay essential bills such as wages, rent or utilities

Contact your Grants Officer at the Australia Council or email 

enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au

- Four Year funding announcements: Friday 3 April

- Legal advice contact John, Artists in the Black coordinator: Arts Law Centre of 

Australia 02 9356 2566 or www.artslaw.com.au

mailto:enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au
http://www.artslaw.com.au/


Our Response Package, at this 
stage, includes:

Research and analysis to 

identify immediate and long 

term impacts of COVID-19 on 

Australia’s cultural sector

Reporting and 

other grant 

conditions relief

Adjustments to 

Four Year 

Funding 2021-

2024

Suspending current 

investment programs 

and introducing new 

ones

Online 

learning 

series

First Nations 

support

Sector 

roundtables

Digital 

support

Sector 

development 

initiatives



The 2020 Resilience Fund includes three 
streams:

Survive – small grants for individuals, groups and organisations to offset 

or recoup financial losses due to cancelled activity.

Adapt – grants for individuals, groups and organisations to adapt their 

practice and explore new operating models.

Create – grants for individuals, groups and organisations to continue to 

create artistic work and develop creative responses in a time of disruption.

More information on Friday 3 April. Contact your Grants Officer 

at the Australia Council or email 

enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au

mailto:enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au


Applications to the Arts and Disability 
Mentoring Initiative have reopened

The Australia Council for the Arts is offering six grants of $30,000 in 

each Arts and Disability Mentoring Initiative round.

If you are an individual artist or arts worker with disability, these grants 

can provide support to extend your arts practice, networks, skills and 

ambition.

The new closing date is midnight AEST on Tuesday 14 April. If you 

have submitted a draft or submitted an application it will be accessible 

from our Application Management System.



Changes to Four Year Funding

Funding will be provided for 95 organisations who were successful in 

the application process, including 28 organisations new to Four Year 

Funding from 2021- 2024. The first year of funding from 2021 will be 

at a reduced level (approximately 70%) to enable more organisations 

to receive vital support through 2021.

Contract extensions of twelve months will be provided for 49 

organisations that currently receive Four Year Funding 2017-2020 

but were not successful for 2021-2024, providing additional time for 

them to recalibrate their organisations and make plans for the future. 

The additional funding for 2021 will be at a reduced level 

(approximately 70%).
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Four Year Funding

Andrew Donovan-Director, Multi-Year Funding Arts Investment



$31.7M million will be invested in the Four Year Funding (FYF) 2021–2024 program for 

small to medium arts organisations.

In total 95 organisations were successful for FYF 2021-2024:

– This includes 67 currently funded FYF 2017-2020 organisations.

– 28 organisations not currently receiving FYF 2017-2020.

– The overall success rate for Stage Two is 59%.

The budget allocation for FYF 2021–2024 has been increased to $31.7M, from 

approximately $28M in FYF 2017–2020.

118 peers assessed applications across both stages in the areas of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Arts; Community Arts and Cultural Development; Dance; 

Emerging and Experimental Arts; Literature; Multi-Arts; Music; Theatre; and Visual Arts.

The minimum amount organisations could request each year was $100,000 and the 

maximum was $500,000.

FYF 2021–2024 agreements start on 1 January 2021 and finish on 31 December 2024.

Australia Council funding is part of a national arts funding framework which includes 

support through federal, state and local government programs, private sector support 

and philanthropy.

Out of 39 invited organisations who applied for Visual Arts and Craft Strategy funding, 

35 organisations were successful and these new arrangements will commence in 2022.

A detailed review of the 2017–2020 FYF program will take place in the second half of 

2021 once all financial and statistical data reporting has been received.
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FYF Key Facts



• Joshua Pether, Performance artist and Pharmacist

• Wayne Barker, Coordinator Festival and Events, KALACC

• Professor Kerry Arabena, Managing Director, Karabena
Consulting

Guest panellists
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Joshua Pether

Performance artist and Pharmacist
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Photo by Bee Naturalles on Unsplash.



‘Health has lost its 

philosophy of who to serve’

[Footer - Insert tab 'Header and Footer'- Overtype this text] 16



Wayne Jowandi Barker

Coordinator Festival and Cultural Events, KALACC
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KALACC– Yiriman Project
‘Building Stories in Our Young People’
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KALACC– Red Shirt Yellow Shirt  Project
‘Protecting Our Cultural Wealth’
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[Footer - Insert tab 'Header and Footer'- Overtype this text] 20

KALACC
‘Living libraries of traditional knowledge holders’



KALACC- Call for Action

“Many of us claim our personal identity on Aboriginality via 
descent from an apical or elder/family line. The expression of 
that identity is usually in the form of language, knowledge of 
country, spirituality, law and ritual practice and recognised in 
their society as being one of them. 

Much of this Aboriginal identity is seen in the public space 
displayed in art works like on canvases, dance works, songs, 
stories, artifacts and totemic designs including in new media. 
This is the Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Industry we are part of.

Faced with this clear and present danger of COVID19 the real 
possibility of massive losses across this country of our living 
libraries who are our knowledge holders is upon us – how are 
we as art and cultural practitioners and industry professionals 
who draw upon these libraries for content and direction 
responding?” 21



Professor Kerry Arabena
Managing Director, Karabena Consulting
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•

Cultural Determinants of Health 
Webcast series

https://www.thecentrehki.com.au/cdoh-webcast-series/

The Cultural Determinants of Health (CDoH) Webcast Series will 
explore a holistic definition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
health as encompassing the wellbeing of the whole community. 

The key to this holistic conception is social and emotional 
wellbeing (SEWB): a positive state of mental health and 
happiness associated with a strong and sustaining cultural 
identity, community, and family life that provides a source of 
strength against adversity, poverty, neglect, and other challenges 
of life.
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https://www.thecentrehki.com.au/cdoh-webcast-series/
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Cultural Determinants of Health 
Webcast series
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Cultural Determinants of Health 
Webcast series

https://www.thecentrehki.com.au/cdoh-webcast-series/

Webcast 1: 

A Cultural Reset 
with Wayapa

Webcast 2: 

A Framework for 
Cultural 

Determinants of 
Health

Webcast 3: 
Connection to Land 

and Country

Webcast 4: 
Connection to 
Spirituality and 

Ancestors

Webcast 5: 
Connection to 

Family, Kinship and 
Community

Webcast 6: 
Connection to Mind 

and Body

https://www.thecentrehki.com.au/cdoh-webcast-series/


Pulse check - how are people feeling at the moment

26Bangarra, 30 Years of Sixty-Five Thousand, ‘To Make Fire’. Sydney Opera House. Credit: Daniel Boud.



• How do we collectively work together?

What's next

27Tracks Dance Company. 2019 Milpirri Jurntu. Youth dancers. Credit: Peter Eve. 



Australia Council website

www.australiacouncil.gov.au/

www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-
arts/First-nations-roundtables/

COVID-19 information

https://www.australia.gov.au/

https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus

Facebook Groups

Arts and creative industries: digital support

Australian Arts amidst COVID-19
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Resources

http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/First-nations-roundtables/
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus


Beyond Blue and links to other national help lines

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/national-help-lines-
and-websites

Resources in Indigenous languages:

https://covid-19-indigenous-languages-
translations.dropmark.com/793396

Resources in English aimed at Indigenous communities in remote 
areas

https://covid-19-indigenous-languages-
translations.dropmark.com/793398
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Resources

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/national-help-lines-and-websites
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Q0MWClx1NjiPrmW2UG40Dq?domain=covid-19-indigenous-languages-translations.dropmark.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/hYMvCmO5gluPx8VjUOi6kW?domain=covid-19-indigenous-languages-translations.dropmark.com

