RESPONSES TO COVID-19 FROM ARTS AGENCIES
AROUND THE WORLD: RECOVERY AND
EMERGENCY SUPPORT
This document provides an overview of emergency and recovery approaches by arts
funding agencies around the world, including links to further information.
We hope this is a useful resource for:
•

policy makers looking for ideas about what others are doing

•

advocates wanting to seek information on how other countries are responding

•

arts workers looking for the support available in their jurisdiction.

Countries canvassed include Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Burkina Faso, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Croatia, China (Hong Kong), Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, England, Estonia, France,
Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mali,
Malta, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, The Philippines,
Poland, Romania, Scotland, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden,
Switzerland, Taiwan, Tunisia, UAE, USA, Wales, Zimbabwe.
The list has been prepared by the Australia Council for the Arts and BYP Group, drawing on
information from IFACCA, the sector and desk research. It will be updated regularly as
events progress.
Information about the Australia Council’s response to COVID-19 will be updated regularly on
the Australia Council’s website.

In brief, various governments have:
•

created emergency funds for the arts and cultural sectors within wider economic
stimulus packages and introduced flexibility into grant programs

•

supported digital efforts to ensure audiences can continue to enjoy arts and culture
under COVID-19 restrictions

•

begun to introduce policies regarding re-opening and recovery funding for arts
and cultural sectors
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ARGENTINA
Digital Actions
In April 2020, the Ministry of Culture Argentina announced ARS $7.2 million for hiring nearly
500 artists to develop content for ‘Culture at Home’ through the digital platform Formar
Cultura, which is a virtual community of practice.

Emergency Support
The Argentinian government have outlined a work and production emergency program
naming two groups of beneficiaries: the private sector and the self-employed.
•

The state will pay a part salary to employees who work in companies highly affected
by the pandemic.

•

The state will also act as a guarantor for a maximum loan of 150 pesos to those selfemployed who recorded a significant cut in their income. The loan will have a 6-month
grace period to be paid for at least 12 fixed instalments without interest. Applications
will be taken until 30 June

For further details visit the Argentinian government website
In April 2020, the Ministry of Culture Argentina announced:
•

the Culture Points Program will have its budget increased from ARS $17 to $50
million (the program targets community practice)

•

ARS $30 million in emergency funds for cultural centres

•

the National Commission of Public Libraries will increase investment in the book
program for the purchase of books. The funds earmarked for the Book Fair will be
redirected to this

•

the National Theatre Institute will allocate ARS $96 million for studios, plays and
festivals

•

the National Arts Fund will boost the payment of scholarships, competitions, subsidies
and loans with ARS $22 million, and launch a new call with funding of ARS $75 million

•

the National Institute of Music is extending the deadline for financial acquittals

•

the Infanto Juveniles Orchestras program will have ARS $9.2 million for new
instruments

•

7.2 million pesos for hiring nearly 500 artists to develop content for
‘Culture at Home’ through the digital platform Formar Cultura, which is a virtual
community of practice

Visit the Ministry of Culture’s website for more info (in Spanish, 1 April).
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AUSTRIA
Recovery Approaches
From 15 May, places of presentation such as museums, galleries and exhibitions, libraries,
libraries and archives including reading areas have been allowed to reopen. Drive-in
cinemas can also reopen. Stages will be as follows:
•

29 May: events with up to 100 visitors

•

1 July: events with up to 250 visitors

•

1 August: events with up to 500 visitors should be possible

Each event will need its own "corona manager". If a special security approach is available,
events with up to 1,000 visitors can also be allowed. These openings only apply to events
with seats, which must be at least one metre apart.
Click here for further information

Emergency Support
Specific measures have been adopted by the Federal Ministry of Arts and Culture to cover
the cultural sector:
•

Immediate aid may be granted to artists and cultural workers under the artists' social
security fund. The COVID-19 fund has a maximum of EUR 5 million and is
intended to ensure rapid assistance. A total of up to EUR 6,000 will be paid out - in
the first phase up to 1,000 euros, in the second phase up to EUR 2,000 per month for
a maximum of three months;

•

The EUR 2 billion hardship fund has been set up as an emergency aid to all sole
proprietorships, micro-enterprises (up to 9 employees), artists or newly self-employed
people whose turnover has fallen as a result of the pandemic measures (as at 27
May, the government adapted the fund to double the availability from 3 to 6 months,
raise the minimum payment to EUR 500, and offer a ‘Comeback-Bonus’ of EUR
3,000).

•

From 30 March Artists who are not eligible for the hardship fund can apply to the
KSVF (Artist Social Insurance Fund) for compensation for the loss of income caused
by closings and cancellations.

•

Collecting societies have set up various programs for musicians, music labels, visual
artists, filmmakers, audiovisual media, writers and translators, performers and
producers of sound and video clips

•

In addition to state instruments to compensate artists for loss of income, there
are private initiatives. To help artists in the current crisis, foundations have
joined together to form the initiative "Foundations help artists."

•

The Ministry for Arts, Culture, the Civil Service and Sport has established a
EUR 700 million fund for non-profit organisations.

•

The Ministry has also increased film subsidies by EUR 1.2 million, cinema
subsidies by EUR 0.5 million, publishing industry subsidies by EUR 0.8
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million, EUR 0.42 million to the Austrian Music Fund, EUR 0.25 million for
art acquisitions
•

The City of Vienna now offers independent artists and independent scientists with
their main place of residence in Vienna the opportunity to apply for one-off work
grants up to a maximum of EUR 3,000.

•

Other indirect support measures exist for cultural institutions and artists: reduction and
deferral of social security contributions, tax relief.

On 13 May, the government also announced a corona aid fund of EUR 700 million for
NGOs, including from the sports, arts and culture sectors. The fund will cover fixed costs for
two quarters (six months).
Click here for more info.
Update
The federal government has set up a separate bridging fund for artists with a
budget of around 90 million euros. 1000 euros a month can be paid out for up to six
months with payouts planned from July.
The Art and Culture Section has set up a hotline that operates from Monday to Friday
9am-3pm, for questions relating to emergency aid measures by the artists' social
insurance fund and other institutions
For regular updates see the Federal Ministry for Arts, Culture, the Civil Service and
Sport FAQ’s

BELGIUM
Recovery Approaches
The Belgian government has announced a phased reopening:
•

11 May: Museums, libraries and bookstores re-opened; resumption of youth activities

•

8 June: Some cultural activities with audiences can resume

•

1 July: Performances with then public, including cinemas, can resume, always
according to specific audience management rules – social distancing and max. 200
people, and avoid large gatherings

•

1 August: gatherings such as festivals can resume gradually, but major mass events
will be banned until 31 August

Digital Actions
Culture at home is an online portal supported by the Federation Wallonie-Bruxelles
Ministry of Culture. It provides links to offerings from cinemas, lectures, performing arts,
museums and other initiatives.
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Emergency Support
Belgium announced:
•

Financial benefits are available to self-employed people and their spouses.
Monthly benefit is 1,291.69 euros per month without family expenses and
1,614.10 euros with family expenses

The Flemish government has announced:
•

a one-off premium of EUR 4,000 for entrepreneurs who have had to close their
location

•

additional premium of EUR 160 per mandatory closing day beyond 5/4/20

•

compensation premium of EUR 3,000 (up to 5 premiums) for companies who
are allowed to continue working but have experienced a 60% turnover decrease
between 15/3 and 30/4

•

bridging loans and medium-term loans, postponement of loan payments

•

extension of grant deadlines

Click here for more info.
The Wallonia-Bruxelles Finance minister set up a EUR 50 million fund on 19 March to
help culture, early childhood, sport, youth, education and university hospitals. Most of
this first emergency fund will go to culture and early childhood. This fund will come to the
rescue of cultural and associative activities that cannot take place because of the
confinement, but for which the remuneration of artists and entertainment professionals must
nevertheless be ensured. An online platform will be launched on 6 April in order to gather all
the information and procedures to get some support.
On Tuesday 7 April, the Belgian government approved the proposition of the Ministry
of Culture to dedicate over EUR 8.4 million for the support of cultural actors that have
been impacted by the cancellation of activities and closure of venues.
You can find the press release here on the website of Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles.

BURKINA FASO
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any recovery announcements for the arts and cultural sectors as at
30th June 2020.

Emergency Support
The Minister of Culture, Arts and Tourism announced the creation of a 1.25 billion CFA
francs (US$ 2.1 million) fund, for the benefit of cultural actors, stressing that, in addition to
this sectoral measure, cross-cutting economic measures relating to the economy as a whole
have been taken by the President, providing for support for other sectors that have suffered
harm as a result of COVID-19, including tourism.
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Click here for more info.

CANADA
Recovery Approach
The Canadian government website notes that the effects of COVID-19 varies between and
within provinces and territories. Because of that, local governments, working with local public
health authorities, may lift or change public health measures at different times.
For specific details on the phase of recovery and reopening strategy for each province or
territory click here

Digital Actions
The Canada Council established the Digital Strategy Fund for grants of up to CA$50,000
for short-term activities. From April to 31 July, artists, groups and organisations can submit
proposals that will:
•

implement digital solutions as a strategic response to the COVID-19 crisis

•

demonstrate concrete and immediate benefits to the arts community

•

show elements of openness and potential for growth as a long-term strategy

On 21 April, CBC/Radio-Canada and the Canada Council for the Arts announced the
creation of Digital Originals, a new time-limited funding initiative to help artists, groups and
arts organizations pivot their work for online audiences during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
fund offers CA $5,000 micro innovation grants.
The funding will directly benefit creators of original digital content. The Canada Council is
providing CA $1 million in funding to successful applicants to develop, create and share
original or adapted works with Canadian audiences online.
CBC/Radio-Canada will showcase and amplify the discoverability of select projects on one
or more of its platforms. Selected projects for the curated CBC-Radio/Canada showcase will
receive a supplemental amount of $1000. With the sponsorship of the RBC Foundation, as
part of their ongoing activities to support youth in Canada, $150,000 in Digital Originals
funding is available for new and early career artists.

Emergency Support
On 17 April, the Canadian government announced a further CA $1.7 billion in targeted
measures for the economy, including CA $500 million to establish a COVID-19
Emergency Support Fund for Cultural, Heritage and Sport Organisations. In Phase 1,
the Canada Council will distribute CA$55 million to eligible arts organisations experiencing a
significant financial impact as a result of the pandemic.
On 30 March, the Canada Council for the Arts announced CA $60 million in advance
funding, equivalent to 35% of annual grants held by over 1,100 core funded organisations.

6

By 4 May, the Council will issue advances enabling core funded organizations to: meet their
immediate commitments, help ensure cash flow and address outstanding payments to the
artists and cultural workers they employ.
The Canada Council is also:
•

asking companies to document lost revenues from deferrals and cancellations
directly related to the measures taken to control the spread of COVID-19

•

suspending funding for projects that rely on domestic and international travel during
the period of March 16, 2020 to May 15, 2020

•

allowing applicants to withdraw applications for projects submitted that include
travel within the blackout period without reaching application limits

•

temporarily accepting travel insurance as an eligible expense

•

not requiring applicants to pay back expenses already incurred if an event is
cancelled

•

not requiring core funded organisations to have replacement programming for
events or activities that are delayed, changed or cancelled due to COVID-19

•

No penalties for not meeting current reporting deadlines

•

Extending some deadlines and continuing to run grant assessments

Relaxing repayment of grant rules:
•

For grants $5,000 and under
o If the unused amount is more than 15% or $500 (whichever is greater), the
recipient must repay the unused amount.

•

For grants between $5,000 and $30,000
o If the unused amount is more than $1,000, the recipient must repay the unused
amount.

•

For grants between $30,000 and $75,000
o If the unused amount is more than $2,000, the recipient must repay the unused
amount.

•

For grants above $75,000
o If the unused amount is more than $3,000, the recipient must repay the unused
amount.

The National Arts Centre with Facebook and Slaight Music has set up the FacebookNational Arts Centre Fund for Performing Artists, allocating $200,000 in artist fees to support
live performances. The fund pays $1,000 to each act for their live-streams performances.
#CanadaPerforms
Typically, self-employed people may not have access to employment insurance or sick
leave. The Canada Revenue Agency will provide:
•

Emergency Care Benefit for workers and parents without paid sick leave. People
who are not eligible for Employment Insurance and can’t access sick leave can
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also receive up to $900 every fortnight for 15 weeks if they are off work to take
care of others.
•

$5 billion for an Emergency Support Benefit to workers who are not eligible for
Employment Insurance and have lost their jobs or have reduced hours because of
COVID-19. This includes artists and cultural workers. People can apply in April
though the CRA website. It refers to a GST-credit payment of $400 to individuals and
about $600 for couples; an increase in the Canada Child Benefit of $300 per child;
and a 10% wage subsidy for small businesses for 3 months, up to $2,000 per
employer.

Small businesses can receive a temporary wage subsidy for three months, equal to 10% of
remuneration for that period, up to a cap of $1,375 per employee and $25,000 per employer.
Businesses can access this immediately by reducing their income tax remittances.
Click here for more info about Canadian government initiatives.
Click here for more info about the Canada Council’s response.
Click here for more info about the National Arts Centre Facebook initiative.
The Canada Council’s website includes details of general Canadian Government support
packages for all sole traders, freelancers and/or people who may lose their job as a result of
COVID-19 in Canada.

CHILE
Recovery Approach
The Chilean government has decreed quarantines, customs and sanitary cords as part of
their Corona Virus action plan. Violation of any health regulations in times of catastrophe
carries penalties of up to 3 years in prison and fines of up to $ 10 million. For updated details
as they apply to specific zones and areas click here. (Updated June 21)

Digital Actions
The Chilean government supports the online culture portal, Elige_Cultura. The website
aggregates links to cultural offerings from across artforms, including museums, cinema,
literature, visual arts, performing arts and music.
The Ministry of Culture is also offering a range of online capacity-building workshops for the
cultural sector. The Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage has allocated CLP $15 billion to
support copyright payments, promote artistic creation, and protect cultural spaces and
organisations affected by the pandemic. The funds are from a repurposing of existing
programs and instruments.

Emergency Support
The Ministry is also continuing to pay 2020 Culture Funds and is suspending Open Windows
so artists do not incur expenses on activities that cannot be carried out. Once the pandemic
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crisis is over, these calls will be replaced. The Ministry is also working on specific measures
for the regions and running a survey of the sector.
Visit the Ministry for Culture, Arts and Heritage for more info. (in Spanish, 1 April)

COLOMBIA
Recovery Approach
We are not aware of any recovery announcements for the arts and cultural sectors as at
30th June 2020.

Digital Actions
The Ministry of Culture has launched the #CulturaDigital strategy and allocated COP $24
million to the call for ‘share what we are’. The Ministry is also creating a national registry of
artists.
The digital strategy includes access the free films, children’s content, museums online,
theater, dance, arts, science and literature. #CulturaDigital and #QuédateEnCasa.

Emergency Support
The Colombian Ministry of Culture has announced:
•

COP $80 billion for social security for artists and cultural managers through the
Periodic Economic Benefits Scheme

•

COP $40 billion for creation, virtual training, production and circulation of public
performances of the performing arts, face-to-face or virtual, for the next 18 months

•

Extension of deadlines for taxes and fees and funded events

On 31 March the Minister of Culture also announced a new mechanism to assist artists and
managers who are not eligible for other government social programs. They will receive a
grant of COP $160,000.
The government has also implemented a fiscal incentive to leverage COP $30 billion in
investments and donations for creative economy projects, including arts and heritage, and
has established tax benefits and exemptions for artistic and cultural organisations.
Visit the Ministry of Culture for updates (in Spanish, 1 April)

CROATIA
Recovery Approaches
The Second Package of measures announced in May aims to encourage and restart
cultural life and promote the production and distribution of cultural and artistic content:
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•

On 28 May, the Ministry launched Entrepreneurship in Cultural and Creative
Industries which focuses on adapting business models and covers the fields of
performing arts, literature, publishing and book activities, visual arts and audiovisual
activities. The total amount of funds allocated for this program is 8 million Kuna

•

Additional funds will be provided for co-financing films

•

The Ministry of Culture is in the process of adopting a State Aid Program to support
entrepreneurs in culture and creative industries and facilitate access to finance
for small and medium enterprises

•

The Ministry of Culture will consult with the organisers of events and festivals, as well
of other beneficiaries of support in order to approve new programs and budgets

•

Support to the performing arts and cinema industry who have been unable to launch
activities due to restrictions is under discussion

Digital Actions
18 May, as part of the second package, The Ministry published the call Art and Culture
Online, with a total grant of 25 million Kuna to finance the preparation and implementation of
online artistic and cultural activities.
Please click here for more info (In Croatian)
30 April, the Council for Electronic Media announced a public invitation for contracting
journalistic works in electronic publications. According to the Compendium of Cultural
Policies & Trends the budget for this initiative is HRK 1million (approx. EUR 133,333) and
targets journalists, photo reporters and cameramen whose work has been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Emergency Support
In March, the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia adopted measures to minimise
the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and to protect cultural values. The Croatian
Ministry of Culture has established a Crisis Fund (EUR 6.3 million) which will include funds
for cultural workers whose projects have been delayed. Those who have lost their work
due to the crisis will be given grants up HRK 1,625-3,250 for a period of three months from 1
April.
The First Package, adopted during the suspension of all cultural activities includes:
•

The postponement of contracted programs and conditions of payment for approved
programs

•

Measures for job preservation

•

A public call to support professional artists who perform independent artistic activity
and whose contributions are paid from the budget of the Republic of Croatia

•

A special fund for independent professionals who do not have a regulated status

The Croatian government is also supporting entrepreneurs in the cultural and creative
industries, and self-employed artists, through the Croatian Employment Service. Small and
10

micro loans for entrepreneurs and special support programs for sole traders are also being
developed.
Please click here for more info. (In Croatian, 26 March)

CUBA
Recovery Approaches
24 March, the Cuban government (Party First Secretary and President of the Republic
activate Defense Councils throughout the country) announced their Covid-19 Prevention and
Control Plan. Excursions to cities, historical, cultural and natural sites are suspended.
To read the full press release click here

Digital Actions
The Cuban Institute of Music (Instituto Cubano de la Música), in collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture and the Cuban Institute of Radio and Television, promoted online
concerts via social networks as well as radio and television. The virtual concerts started on
March 15 and continued throughout May. They included performances by a range of
musicians in support of the national campaign #EstamosContigo #MusicosPorCuba to stop
the spread of Covid-19.

Emergency Support
On 6 April the Ministry of Culture announced that artists who are part of the Cuban Institute
of Music and the National Council of Performing Arts will receive salary support. The salary
coverage begins in April, to be paid in May ,and will be effective through the usual payment
mechanisms.
Reductions in monthly tax payments will be afforded to self-employed workers whose level of
activity is affected by the health emergency.

Click here for more info

CYPRUS
Recovery Approaches
As of 9 June, Cyprus entered phase three of the gradual easing of lockdown restrictions.
Attendance at cinemas, theatres, indoor performances, mass and other events such as
festivals, remain banned whereas the operations of services such as restaurants, cultural
clubs and associations are permissible but subject to the guidelines offered by the Ministry of
health. For specific details click here.

Emergency Support
On 7 April, the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports and Youth announced:
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•

Subsidies for salaries in cultural organisations whose work has reduced by at least
25%

•

Suspension of loan payments

•

Advance payments of cultural grants for activity to be undertaken in Q1 2021

•

Expenses already incurred for cancelled events will be covered where appropriate

•

EUR 1.045 million allocated to the four Literary and Artistic Houses, the two Dance
Houses and the Rialto Theatre

•

Requests will be considered for damages incurred during filming/pre-production

•

Increasing by 50% the amount provided for the Purchase of Art Works for the State
Collection

•

Financially enhancing the cinematic projection of European producers

•

Encouraging and promoting online film and AV activity in short films, documentary
and animation

•

Looking further at how to support theatre professionals

For more info click here.
6 May, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Youth announced that it will accept
requests from European cinema hall managers and Cypriot cinema, for financial support to
assist in their reopening. Further information can be found here
7 May, the Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Youth
announced that emergency sponsorship applications would be accepted from art and culture
professionals for financial aid (of a lump sum) amounting to EUR 900 to combat the
pandemic.
For more information click here

Czech Republic
Recovery Approaches
The Czech Ministry of Culture has announced that museums and galleries may resume
operations as of Monday, 11 May. The Ministry of Culture website has posted specific
hygiene guidelines for these services which complements existing guidelines set out by the
Government of the Czech Republic and the Ministry of health. They will be updated
regularly.
Click here for Recommendations of the Ministry of Culture for museums and galleries (in
Czech)
Likewise, the Ministry of Culture has announced that Libraries may open from 27 April ( the
final decision is up to the specific authority) and hygiene conditions must be met.
Recommendations for libraries can be found on the Ministry for Culture website.
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From 8 June, theatrical, musical , cinematographic and other artistic performances,
sporting, cultural, religious, association, dance, traditional and similar events and other
gatherings, exhibitions, festivities, pilgrimages, shows, tastings, markets and fairs,
educational events, celebrations, public and private shall be limited to a maximum of 500
participants
Click here for further information
Recommendations remain in place to avoid areas with increased concentrations of people
and to maintain hygiene measures. As from 22 June:
•

Participants at mass events may increase from 500 to 1,000 people

•

Obligations to maintain distance between persons is abolished

•

Masks are required at outdoor events where physical distancing is less than 1.5
metres

•

Masks must be worn at indoor events

For details on further measures click here

Emergency Support
The Ministry of Culture has established:
•

a EUR 16.1 million support fund for those in the all-year subsidy groups of dance,
theatre, music, visual arts and small publishers.

•

EUR 1.1 million call for multimedia platform projects in experimental forms

•

EUR 10.1 million for arts organisations, museums and galleries

The City of Prague has also announced:
•

EUR 9.2 million special subsidy for theatres and other cultural institutions

•

EUR 3.7 million campaign to attract local tourists

DENMARK
Recovery Approaches
Denmark’s cultural life will reopen in stages (Phase 1 related to schools reopening).
Phase 2
•

11 May Resumptions include lending at libraries, artistic programs such as music
exams that require a physical presence, professional sports, outdoor sports and
associations, visits to zoos by car, art centres, museums, theatres and cinema’s

•

May 27 Openings include music and cultural schools, colleges and evening schools,
summer activities for children and young people

Phase 3
•

8 June Openings include Indoor sports and associations, swimming pools, training
centres
13

Phase 4 , beginning of August
•

Resumptions include those parts of the artistic education that were not opened in
phase two, venues, additional indoor sports and leisure activities

•

Bans on events and activities of more than 500 people will continue until at least 31
August

For further details click here (In Danish)
New Laws and Regulations
For information on new laws and regulations that have resulted from COVID 19 click here (In
Danish)
Cultural assistance for Senior Citizens
10 Million DKK has been made available to provide cultural assistance to the elderly affected
by COVID 19. Initiatives such as collaborations between cultural and social actors with
nursing homes and municipalities will be considered. Further details are available from the
Danish Ministry of Culture (in Danish).

Emergency Support
On 18 April the Danish government announced an emergency pool of DKK 200 million for
distressed public-oriented cultural institutions and seasonal performing arts companies which
fall through other relief packages. The fund is for institutions with operating grants from the
Ministry of Culture and can cover:
•

up to 80% of production costs for performances and exhibitions etc

•

these institutions can be further compensated if they are particularly distressed, to
prevent otherwise well-run institutions to go bankrupt. The compensation may not
exceed 80% of lost revenue

•

municipal cultural institutions with Ministry of Culture operating grants and six larger
municipal venues can receive salary compensation and compensation for fixed
expenses

•

distressed performance events etc which are not covered by the general event pool
can be compensated for up to 80% of expenses from 9 March to 31 August.

See the Danish Ministry of Culture for more information (in Danish, 18 April).
The Danish government has previously announced:
•

Compensation for companies’ fixed costs

•

Compensation for self-employed persons who experience more than 30% decrease in
revenue as a result of COVID-19. The government will provide 75% of the loss of
revenue, up to a maximum of DKK 23,000 per month, for three months. The
compensation may amount to DKK 34,500 per person per month if the self-employed
person employs their spouse. This is targeted at sole traders and companies
employing fewer than 10 employees.

•

Support for private companies to keep workers on furlough
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•

Compensation if you had to cancel an event from 6-30 March for more than 1,000
people (or 500 people if the event was targeting COVID-19 high risk groups)

•

Temporary deferral of tax payments

Art Scheme
The Danish government has announced a temporary art scheme for artists with a
combined income. The scheme targets artists who have an A and B income and taxable selfemployment profits of at least DKK 8,333 monthly on average. The scheme is estimated to
cost DKK 100 million and is valid from 9 March to 8 June 2020.
For further information click here (in Danish)
In a press release 15 May, (in Danish) it was announced that the government would extend
aid packages to the temporary art support scheme for artists for an extra month until July
8, 2020.

ENGLAND
Recovery Approaches
The Covid-19 recovery strategy is as follows:
Step one, 11 May
•

Those who cannot work from home will be encouraged back to their
workplaces, exercise will be unlimited, sports may be played with household
members, able to drive to other destinations.

Step 2, 1 June
•

People may leave their house for any reason, up to six people may meet
outside, some schools will resume, shops subject to closure will reopen on 15
June.

Step 3, at the earliest from 4 July
•

The government hopes that some parts of the hospitality industry and other
‘public places’ will be able to reopen ‘provided they are safe and enforce social
distancing’.

Digital Actions
BBC Arts with Arts Council England has launched a new commissioning strand “Culture
in Quarantine Fund,” which will support England-based artists of any discipline to produce
new works in creative media – video, audio and interactive – in spring 2020. Grants will be in
the range of £3,000-8,000 (ex VAT).
The Arts Council already has a program called the “Digital Culture Network,” which
employs “Tech Champions,” who can help artists and organisations to develop their digital
skills.
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Emergency Support
The UK government is offering:
•

Cash grants up to 25,000 pounds for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses through
the Retail and Hospitality Grant Scheme

•

Taxable grants of 80% of profits for a self-employed person or member of a
partnership who has suffered a loss of income from COVID-19, up to a cap of 2,500
pounds per month. The Coronavirus Self-Employment Income Support Scheme is
open to those with a trading profit of less than 50,000 pounds and with a full year of
accounts.

•

‘Business rates holiday’ for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses in 2020-21.

•

For businesses that are too small to pay much in the way of business rates anyway,
the government will provide Small Business Grant Scheme funding for local
authorities, which will provide one-off grants of 10,000 pounds to eligible businesses
to meet ongoing costs.

•

Temporary tax relief for self-employed people and businesses, including deferral of
VAT and income tax payments for the self-employed until January 2021.
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme, to support small and medium-sized
businesses to access loans and overdrafts. Government will provide an 80%
guarantee on each loan and the Scheme will support loans of up to 5 million pounds
first 12 months interest free.
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme to provide up to 80% of furloughed workers wage
costs, up to a cap of 2,500 pounds per month.
Statutory Sick Pay refund for up to two-weeks of employees’ sick pay for businesses
with fewer than 250 employees.
Access to Universal Credit (income support), suspending the minimum income floor
restriction and removing requirement to go to a job centre
Access to Employment and Support Allowance (if you have a health condition which
prevents you from working), if you have paid National Insurance contributions over
last 2-3 years

•

•
•
•
•

Arts Council England (ACE) has launched a £160 million emergency package.
To fund the package, ACE’s main project-based fund, National Lottery Project Grants, will
be suspended and ACE will draw on its emergency reserves.
The emergency package will be distributed as follows:

• £90 million will be available for National Portfolio Organisations (NPOs). Funding

conditions will be relaxed and organisations also able to advance current grants by six
months.

• £50 million will be available for organisations outside of the National Portfolio,

offering help for companies to “get back on their feet” and continue making work.
Disabled-led organisations will be prioritised, as will organisations’ capacity to deliver
“Let’s Create” after the crisis, which includes consideration of whether the
organisation is diverse-led.
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• £20 million will be available to creative practitioners and cultural workers, with

freelancers able to apply for cash grants of up to £2,500 each. There is a higher
application ceiling (£3,000) for disabled and D/deaf applicants to factor in additional
support needs. An additional £4 million will be added by ACE to its benevolent
funds for creative workers.

The Arts Council of England is also:

• relaxing grant funding conditions
• offering to advance six months of grant payments to national portfolio organisations

and postpone the next national portfolio investment process, so that the current suite
of organisations will roll over to 31 March 2023

• producing guidance in BSL, Large Print and Easyread, and running two rounds so
anyone who needs more time can have it.

Click here for more info about Arts Council England’s emergency package.
Click here for more info about the UK government economic response.
Click here for more info about the BBC Arts Culture in Quarantine program.

ESTONIA
Recovery Approaches
Conditions for organising events eased as early as June (in Estonian, 29 May)
•

1June, the number of people allowed to attend public indoor events will increase
from 50 to 100. The 2+2 and other requirements remain the same.

•

1 June to 30 June, Outdoor sports competitions may resume with a total of 100
participants. The organiser must ensure that disinfectants are available.

Emergency Support
The Estonian Ministry of Culture has announced an initial EUR 3 million to partially
compensate for the direct costs and income lost due to the cancellation of cultural and
sporting events and activities. The Ministry of Culture is working with the Cultural
Endowment and will launch this measure as soon as possible.
On 22 April, the Estonian government passed a temporary amendment to the Creative
Persons and Creative Societies Act, guaranteeing a minimum wage for six months for
freelance creative practitioners. The Ministry of Culture applied for an additional EUR 4.2
million to cover this expansion of the Act to a total of approx. 1,200 people who work in
creative fields and have been disrupted by the pandemic. Easing of restrictions regarding
access to support include:

• allowing someone who has already accessed support in the last two years to receive
benefits
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• the requirements for income earned in the previous month have been amended
• creative practitioners who do not belong to a recognised creative union, but who met

the requirements of the Act, can apply for a creative grant from the Ministry of Culture

• creative practitioners can continue to earn additional income while receiving the grant
These measures are part of a larger government package of EUR 2 billion in stimulus
measures. For more information, visit the Estonian Ministry of Culture (in Estonian, dated 22
April).

FINLAND
Recovery Approaches
On 11 June, the Government announced that partial border control will continue at internal
borders while external border traffic will continue to be restricted until 14 July 2020.
15 June, 14 day self-isolation is recommended for all those arriving in Finland from countries
that are still subject to internal or external border control.
For further information click here (in Finnish)
The Finish government website lists the following information in regard to re-opening of
cultural facilities;

• Museums, theaters, the National Opera, houses of culture, libraries, hobby facilities

and venues, as well as youth and club facilities can be opened from the beginning of
June.

• Concerts, theater performances, festivals and other cultural events are public

events. They must take into account the current maximum number of participants of
50 or, by special arrangements, 500.

• Public events of more than 500 people are prohibited until 31 July. For outdoor events
with several auditoriums or demarcated areas for the public, it is possible to hold
events for more than 500 people

Emergency Support
The Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Education and Culture, and the Finnish Centre for Art
Promotion will jointly provide rapid support to arts and cultural professionals in distress
due to COVID-19.
Approximately EUR 1.5 million will be distributed through the Arts Promotion Centre, which
is called Taike, in April. This money will come from both government and four foundations:

• The Ministry of Education and Culture will give Taike additional funding of EUR
500,000.
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• Taike has previously announced that it will transfer about EUR 100,000 to alleviate
the corona crisis.

• The Finnish Cultural Foundation will give EUR 500,000.
• 4 other foundations will give EUR 100,000 each.
• The grant application round will open at the start of April, and grant decisions made by
the end of the month. Primarily the aid is intended as short-term grants for freelance
artists whose work has been significantly hampered.

• Taike is expected to disburse 500 grants
• The Kone Foundation is offering a three-month work grant for artists residencies

which take place in the artist’s home. It includes a monthly grant and an online work
platform to share ideas. The size of the monthly grant varies according to the
applicant’s experience: EUR 2,400 (early career), EUR 2,800 (mid-career), EUR
3,500 (experienced artist).

Click here for more info. (In Finnish)
Together Alone, 20 April
The Finnish Cultural Academic Institute has responded to the COVID-19 epidemic by
announcing an open call for art projects. It is seeking artistic proposals related to the
following themes: state of emergency, radical change, resilience, artistic practice in the
future, alone together.
The institute is commissioning projects from selected artists or artistic groups to be
completed by June 30, 2020. The total grant of an individual project is between 1500–
5000€, charges included. The implementation of the project must comply with the national
law concerning accessibility of digital services.
The institute are particularly looking for projects which emphasise broad international
collaboration, without physical contact.
For further information click here (in Finnish)

FRANCE
Recovery Approaches
On 6 May the French Minister for Culture detailed measures to support the resumption of
cultural life (in French)
•

11 May, bookshops, record stores, libraries, media libraries and art galleries may
reopen, along with certain museums and historic monuments

•

The rights of artists and intermittent performing technicians will be extended by one
year until the end of August 2021

•

A guarantee fund of EUR 50 million will be allocated for the filming of cinematographic
and audio-visual productions, to compensate producers for “Covid-19 risks”
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•

An endowment of EUR 50 million has been allocated to the National Music Centre to
support the entire music industry.

•

The AVMS (audio-visual media services) and copyright directives will be transposed
into French law before the end of the year to better protect, from January 1, 2021,
audio-visual companies within the cultural sovereignty framework

•
•

A global public order plan will be launched in each cultural area
The artistic presence will be reinforced via cultural education and there will be a
launch of a new initiative, "A learning summer", in July and August 2020.

Resumption of Activity in the Cultural sector
14 May, Ministry of Culture ( in French). While guides for the cinema and artistic creation
sectors are being finalized:
•
•

Museums and monuments may reopen as they are not likely to encourage significant
displacement of the population
Theatres and cinemas will remain closed. Likewise, festivals and cultural events
bringing together more than 5,000 people cannot be held until August 31.

Specific details in regard to health and safety details will be posted here (in French) as they
become available.

Emergency Support
France has announced 45 billion euros in overall action, which includes:
•

unemployment benefits for people forced to work part-time

•

a ‘solidarity fund’ of 2 billion euros to help shopkeepers and the self-employed

•

Paying small and medium businesses to keep workers on furlough

•

Bank loan guarantees for businesses and tax deferrals

For the cultural sector, on 18 March the Ministry of Culture announced an emergency fund
which will include in its first phase EUR 22 million, which includes EUR 10 million for music,
EUR 5 million for entertainment, EUR 5 million for literature and EUR 2 million for visual arts.
The Ministry will:
•

count the period that contract-based cultural workers are unable to work as part of the
reference period which gives entitlement to unemployment insurance

•

pay unemployment insurance benefits for contract-based cultural workers even if their
entitlement was set to end during the current period

On 27 March the Ministry also announced additional measures for artists to receive an
individual support grant of up to EUR 1,500.
Click here for more info.
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In France there are a number of agencies which oversee specific sectors, including specific
sector taxes.
The National Music Centre has:
•

•

established an 11.5 million euro emergency fund for the entertainment industry,
particularly small and medium enterprises. Each grant, capped at € 11,500, includes
an incentive to pay artists compensation for canceled shows.
suspended the payment of ‘show tax’

The National Centre for Cinema and Animated Image:
•
•
•

suspended the entry tax in cinemas for March 2020
is providing financial aid to art house infrastructure and softening criteria for accessing
aid
Grants already awarded for cancelled events will be paid and not required to be paid
back

The performing arts sector outside music has had up to EUR 5 million allocated for
emergency aid.
The National Book Centre is implementing:
•

an emergency plan with a first envelope of EUR 5 million euros to respond to the
immediate challenges of publishers, authors and booksellers: 1 million euros for direct
social aid to book authors, 0.5 million euros to French-language bookshops abroad;
0.5 million euros for the most fragile independent publishing houses; and intervention
fund to compensate for operating losses of bookshops.

•

subsidies already paid to book events cancelled because of the pandemic will not be
required to be repaid, with particular attention to payment of authors who would have
appeared at the events.

•

the Centre is also postponing the maturities of loans granted to booksellers and
publishers.

The National Centre for Plastic Arts has:
•

an initial EUR 2 million fund for art galleries

•

expanded eligibility for gallery grants

•

support allocated to galleries to attend postponed fairs will not have to be repaid

The Minister of Culture and the Minister of Labour are working on specific measures for
freelance performers and technicians and creators.
At the regions level, governments are planning to support canceled events up to the amount
of costs incurred. For example:
•

the Ile-de France region has announced an emergency aid fund of 10 million euros for
the performing arts
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•

The New Aquitaine region has committed to the national fund and also reserved 5
million euros for associations in the form of direct grants in culture, sport and the
social sector

•

The Pays de la Loire region has announced an emergency plan of 50 million euros for
businesses in the cultural, sports and community sectors (25 million euros of
immediately available loans through existing mechanisms, and 25 million euros of
new measures and loans, including 2 million in support of cultural and sports
associations, which can be leveraged to grant 325 million euros in loans in the Loire
region).
o

This also includes a 6 million euros in cash subsidy for artisans, traders,
restaurateurs, very small businesses and social enterprises

o

Rebound loan for SMEs of zero-interest of 10,000-300,000 euros

o

Postponement of repayable advances granted by the regional government due
for the next 6 months

o

loan guarantee scheme increased to 80% (from 70%) aimed at very small
businesses and SMEs

o

unsecured cash loans of EUR 50,000-500,000 at a TEG rate of 2.03%

o

Emergency Events Fund aimed at all associations organising cultural and sport
events hard hit by cancellations / drop in attendances due to the pandemic,
with a grant ceiling of EUR 30,000.

For more info click here about the general economic package.
Click here for more info about the French Ministry of Culture announcements and feel free
to correct me as I used Google Translate on this.
Click here for info about the National Music Centre fund.

GERMANY
Recovery Approaches
6 May, specific details on the federal and state governments restrictions on public life and
social distancing can be found here. In general, social distancing and hygiene rules still
apply and certain institutions such as schools will gradually open. The federal states will
need to determine schedules for the reopening of theaters, operas, concert halls and
cinemas.
To watch a video of Chancellor Angela Merkel discussing steps to ease the
coronavirus lockdown posted on by France24 on 7 May click here.
The reopening pf public life and social distancing
25 May, federal and state governments announced the following decisions:
•

Physical distancing of 1.5 metres in public places are in effect until 29 June and
masks must be worn in certain public places
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•

Up to 10 people or members from two different households may meet outdoors, (as
per individual federal state decisions)

•

People should continue to limit contact with others

•

Hygiene and distance rules to be maintained at private gatherings indoors and
records of attendance are to be kept

For details on further measures click here

NEU START
•

In a press release (in German) on 4 June, the German government announced that
around one billion euros would be made available to the cultural sector via the Neu
Start initiative. This funding will cover 2020 and 2021. The Neu Start program is
divided into four parts:

• Pandemic-related investments in cultural institutions of up to 250 million euros, to
make cultural institutions such as cultural centers, music clubs, theaters, cinemas,
trade fairs, literary houses fit for the reopening. This includes measures such as the
implementation of hygiene concepts and distance rules, online ticketing systems, the
modernization of ventilation systems, different visitor guidance and seating,
installation of protective devices, optimization of visitor control, public safety
instructions, procurement of cleaning and infection protection equipment, measures
to expand IT infrastructure, technical and other equipment

•

Maintenance and strengthening of the cultural infrastructure and emergency
aid. This is the largest component of the program with a total of up to 450 million
euros. Its purpose is to aid small and medium sized cultural sites and projects who
have lost revenue but still have to pay staff. This part of the project also focuses on
placing new orders with freelancers and solo professionals.

• Promotion of alternative, also digital, offers. See Digital Actions below.
• Pandemic-related additional needs of up to to 100 million to compensate for

corona-related loss of income and additional expenditure that cannot be covered in
any other way. The package also provides for federal aid of 20 million euros
for private radio broadcasters.

For a direct link to the Neu Start website click here.

Digital Actions
EUR 150 million in ‘New Start Culture’ funding (see above) will be made available to
alternative and digital projects that serve to convey, network and communicate in the cultural
field.
For further info click here.
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Emergency Support
Germany’s Culture Minister has pledged financial assistance to arts institutions and
creatives who are facing uncertainty amid a fall in tourism and restrictions on large
gatherings and events.
See Germany’s Culture Minister’s pledge for further information (published 12 March).
Germany’s Economy Minister announced a EUR 750 billion in stimulus, which includes EUR
50 billion for freelancers and small businesses, including artists and caregivers (23
March). They are eligible for up to EUR 15,000 in direct subsidies over a period of three
months. They should be able to apply quickly and with little bureaucratic effort for subsidies
to secure their professional or business existence.
At the State level:
•

The State of Berlin is providing short-term budget funds to mitigate the worst
hardships for self-employed persons and small businesses in the private cultural
sector, freelance and solo artists and cultural workers, honorary staff, small art
associations and self-employed event organizers.

•

The State of north Rhine-Westphalia is offering EUR 5 million in emergency aid for
artists.

•

The State of Hamburg: EUR 25 million for cultural institutions and EUR 50 million
stimulation package by the Hamburg bank for cultural businesses

•

Municipality of Cologne: EUR 3 million emergency fund for ‘free culture’

Click here for more info.

Hong Kong
Recovery Approaches
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region have adopted the
“suppress and lift approach” to social distancing. They note that small-scale local outbreaks
are inevitable from time to time and that measures may need to be tightened at times.
Members of the public are strongly advised to:
•

reduce social contact to protect themselves and others

•

Maintain social distance, keep a distance of at least 1 metre from others.

•

Minimise gatherings and trips outside home.

•

Minimise meal gatherings. Use serving utensils.

•

Avoid crowded places. Wear a mask if there is a need to go to such places and when
using public transport. Avoid handshakes and physical contacts.

Social distancing measures have been reviewed on a number of occasions and have varied
in their enforcement from 7 to 14 days. For specific details on these measurements please
click on the following dates; May 8, May 19, May 26, June 2 and June 16 .
24

For general information on recovery measures please click here.

Emergency Support
Hong Kong has announced:
•

$1,200 cash subsidy to all adult permanent residents

•

cutting payroll, income, property and business taxes

•

low-interest, government-guaranteed loans for businesses

The Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC) has launched the HKD $55 million
Support Scheme for Arts & Cultural Sector to support small and medium organisations
and arts practitioners whose activities and work were cancelled or impacted in 2019-20.
Under the Scheme:
•

Grant recipients of HKADC’s 2019-20 Year Grant, Literary Arts Platform Project and
Eminent Arts Group Scheme can each apply for up to HKD $130k]

•

Projects funded by HKADC through the Project Grant (non-publication) and Matching
Fund Schemes will receive a direct subsidy of HKD $15k and can apply for up to HKD
$15k further

•

Projects funded under the Project Grant (publication) stream will receive a direct
subsidy of HKD $3k and can apply for up to $3k further

•

Projects funded by HKADC under the Cultural Exchange Scheme, and commissioned
projects will receive a direct subsidy of HKD $15k

•

Arts projects nut funded by HKADC may receive a subsidy of HKD $15k by
application

•

Individual art practitioners may receive a maximum of HKD $7,500 by application

HKADC extended the scheme for two more months, originally from 29 January to 30 April
now extended to 30 June. See the HKADC website for more details.

Indonesia
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 23rd June 2020.

Emergency Support
On 11 May, the Yogyakarta regional government received permission from the central
government to use the ‘Privileged Fund’ (Danais) to deal with COVID-19, including a fund of
RP 600,000 per month to artists and cultural workers affected by the pandemic.

Click here for more info.
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IRELAND
Recovery Approaches
16 June, the government announced EUR 25 million recovery package to support the arts
and culture sector recover from the COVID-19 emergency. The funding will include bursaries
and commissions to artists and arts organisations, and resources for museums and culture
workers as they prepare for the reopening of society.
A total of EUR 20 million will be allocated to the Arts Council bringing its allocation this year
to EUR 100 million.
Priority areas for the extra funding include averting the closure of key organisations,
expanded commissioning schemes for individual artists and arts organisations across all art
forms, and expanded bursary schemes, open to artists and groups of artists to develop their
professional practice.
Separately, EUR 5 million has been set aside for measures including securing the future of
key cultural and museum spaces and the production of high-quality digital art and online
performances.
18 May, The Arts Council of Ireland announced the publication of guidelines for reopening of
arts centres:
•

Phase 2: 8 June Phased return of workers

•

Phase 3: 29 June Return to organisations of employees who have low levels of daily
interaction and where social - distancing can be maintained.

•

Phase 4: 20 July Return to organisations of employees who cannot work
remotely. The re-opening of museums, galleries, and other cultural outlets - where
people are non-stationary and social distancing can be maintained.

•

Phase 5:10 August Resumption of 'Higher risk' organisations which by their nature
cannot easily maintain social distancing. Plans are to be implemented on how they
may progress towards onsite return of full staff . This will include the re-opening of
theatres and cinemas where social distancing can be maintained.

The Irish government have a dedicated COVID-19 information page for further
information, advice and guidelines which is updated daily.

Digital Actions
3 April, Ireland and Culture Ireland will match funding of EUR 100,000 support with
Facebook Ireland for the online showcasing of artists’ work

Emergency Support
The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is offering a COVID-19
Pandemic Unemployment Payment for people who have lost work due to a downturn in
economic activity caused by the crisis. This delivers income support to the unemployed,
including self-employed people, for six-weeks. During this period, you can apply for a full
Jobseekers payment and receive any additional entitlements backdated.
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Those diagnosed with COVID-19 or who have to self-isolate can apply for the Illness Benefit
for COVID-19 absences paid at 305 euros per week. This is available to employees and the
self-employed.
On 3 April the Arts Council Ireland launched a EUR 1 million fund ‘Arts Council COVID-19
Crisis Response Award,’ to support the creation of new artistic work and its dissemination
online for the public benefit.
•

The Arts Council is also creating a new digital platform so people can experience
artworks in their own homes

•

The fund will be made up of 50% from the Arts Council’s existing budgets, and 50%
from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

•

Successful applicants will be awarded EUR 3,000.

Other initiatives include:
•

Department through Culture Ireland match funding EUR 100,000 support with
Facebook Ireland for the online showcasing of artists’ work

•

Partnering with RTE, TG4 and others to bring cultural content to the public from
the archive and new sources in partnership with organisations such as Druid
and Other Voices

•

Abbey Theatre commissioning writing and performance of 50 new monologues during
April

•

a new Creative Ireland partnership with Healthy Ireland to promote wellbeing and
creativity, including sharing of new Design & Crafts Council Ireland online resources
to engage young people and adults in home-based making activities

•

TG4 to partner with Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann for a reimagined Fleadh Ceoil and
TG4 Molscéal to showcase language-based Arts and stories from Gaeltacht
communities in collaboration with Ealaín na Gaeltachta, TechSpace and others

The Arts Council has also previously said that:
•

It will honour all funding commitments and allow grantees to draw down 90% of their
funding to allow them to fulfil their commitments, especially contracts with artists.

•

There will be no penalties for grantees who cannot deliver key activities because of
COVID-19.

Click here for more info about the COVID-19 unemployment benefits.
Click here for info on the Crisis Response Award.
Click here for more info about Arts Council of Ireland’s response.

ITALY
Recovery Approaches
Phase 2
As at 1 June, the Italian government website lists the following guidelines in regard to the
resumption of cultural activities:
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• Shows at theatres, concert halls, cinemas and other open spaces will remain

suspended until 14 June 2020. From 15 June 2020, these shows will be held with preassigned and spaced seats and compliance with the interpersonal distance of at least
one meter with a maximum number of 1000 of spectators for outdoor performances
and 200 people for shows indoors.

• Activities that take place in dance halls and discos and similar establishments,
outdoors or indoors, fairs and conferences remain suspended.

Click here for further information (in Italian)

Emergency Support
The Italian government has announced specific actions for the cultural sector, including:
•

EUR 130 million in 2020 in the Live Show, Cinema and AV Emergency Fund for
the support of cultural workers. The Minister for Culture and Tourism will determine
how to allocate the fund

•

Vouchers for tickets to cancelled shows, cinemas, theatres and other cultural venues
and hotels

•

Workers in tourism, culture, entertainment, film and AV sectors can access
extraordinary allowances

•

Social safety nets are extended to seasonal workers in tourism and entertainment and
interventions in favour of authors, artists, performers and agents

•

Suspension of withholding tax payments, social security and welfare contributions and
compulsory insurance premiums for those who manage or organise venues, cinemas,
museums, arts events, libraries, archives, historical monuments, bars, restaurants,
spas, amusement or theme parks, transport services, rental of sports and recreational
equipment or structures and equipment for events and shows, guides and tourist
assistants

•

A campaign to relaunch ‘the image of Italy in the world’ for cultural and tourism
purposes

Click here for more info about general actions.
Click here for info about cultural sector actions.

IVORY COAST
Recovery Approaches
8 May, according to BBC News:
•

Gatherings of up to 200 people are now allowed but social distancing must be
ensured.

•

The curfew hours in Abidjan have been shortened to start at 23:00 local time, instead
of 21:00.

•

Bars and restaurants in Abidjan will remain closed until at least 15 May.
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These measures follow the state of emergency originally declared in March.

Emergency Support
The government has granted aid of CFAF 500 million to artists who are members of the
Ivorian copyright bureau (BURIDA). As this is a distribution of rights, not all artists will benefit
from it. 70 million has also been granted in food and non-food items to artists in Côte d'Ivoire
in the form of withdrawal vouchers.
Click here for more info.

JAPAN
Recovery Approaches
•

Japan’s Ministry for Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
website states that as of 25 May the national emergency in Japan was lifted.

•

Japan’s Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare outlines in its Basic Policies for Novel
Coronavirus Disease Control (Revised on May 25, 2020) their measures in
combating COVID-19 including some general information in regard to holding events
such as concerts, exhibitions, sports games, championships, festivals, etc.

Digital Responses
The Japanese Cabinet’s emergency measures include 1.4 billion JPY for digital content
infrastructure.

Emergency Support
The Japanese Cabinet has announced a supplementary budget on 7 April of 6.1 billion JPY
(EUR 52 million) to be allocated to the Agency for Cultural Affairs:
•

2.1 billion JPY for measures against COVID-19 aimed at reopening cultural
institutions (support up to 4 million JPY per case for expense such as installation of
infrared camera device, disinfectant, etc. preparing for reopening)

•

1.4 billion JPY for digital content infrastructure (noted above)

•

1.3 billion JPY for two projects called “Art Caravan” and “creating opportunity for
children’s arts and culture experience” respectively.

The supplementary budget also includes an allocation of 87.8 billion JPY for “Global demand
creation and promotion of content business”, a new joint project of the Agency for Cultural
Affairs and Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.
Small and medium sized enterprises whose turnover has decreased by 50% compared
to the previous year can apply to “Sustainable Benefits”: 2 million JPY (EUR 17,000)
for corporate, 1 million JPY (EUR 8,500) for individual enterprise.
More specific measures to support freelancers in the arts and cultural sector have also been
announced by municipal governments, such as Fukuoka City, which is supporting up to
500,000 JPY (EUR 4,300) per facility for live houses, halls, theatres etc, attempting to
distribute online contents and taking safety measures.
29

Click here for more info about loans and here for more info about culture measures.

LITHUANIA
Recovery Approaches
March, The Lithuanian Government declared the entire territory of the Republic of Lithuania
under quarantine, effective from 16 March 2020 until 16 June 2020.
16 June, the three-month long quarantine ended. As of 17 June, an emergency situation
regime commenced that includes the following restrictions:
•

•

Services and trade in public places:
o safety distance of 2 meters, may be less if there is a partition or if
personal protective equipment is worn;
o distances in queues are at least 1 meter;
o disinfection; disinfection of trolleys/baskets at points of sale;
o hand hygiene (washing or disinfection);
o prohibition to work with symptoms or if isolation is prescribed;
o it is recommended that both visitors and staff wear personal protective
equipment.
Leisure and entertainment places:
o queue distances of at least 1 meter;
o disinfection;
o hand hygiene (washing and/or disinfection);
o prohibition to work with symptoms or if isolation is prescribed;
o it is recommended that staff wears personal protective equipment.
Events:

•

•
•
•
•

The number of spectators and participants is limited, with a gradual increase.
o from 17 June 2020 until 30 June 2020:
 in outdoor spaces, no more than 700 spectators and/or participants;
 in indoor spaces, no more than 150 spectators and/or participants.
o from 1 July 2020 to 16 July 2020:
 in outdoor spaces, no more than 1,000 spectators and/or participants;
 in indoor spaces, no more than 200 spectators and/or participants.
It is recommended to wear personal protective equipment;
disinfection;
hand hygiene (washing and/or disinfection);
prohibition to work with symptoms or if isolation is prescribed.

For further details on recovery measures click here

Emergency Support
The Lithuanian Culture Council has created new funding measures as follows:

• Individual scholarships for cultural or artistic creators: individual developers will
be able to receive a 3 months scholarship for the development of individual creative
activities. (>300 artists should receive this). This means that the second and third
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educational scholarship grant rounds are cancelled. Developers with relevant
activities will be invited to submit for the new grant round.

• Funding for cultural NGOs: EUR 1.2 million program for cultural organisations has
been created (I think - this is via Google translate…)

• Other grant programs are suspended until the end of the quarantine, and applicants
will be invited to apply for the new funding measures

• EUR 700,000 will be allocated from the Copyright and Related Rights Protection
Program to compensate for losses incurred by cultural workers.

• The Culture Council has also started talking to funded organisations about adjusting
projects, reallocating funding and postponing some activities or reorienting others.
These organisations will receive 100% of the 2020 funds rather than 90% this year.

Please see the Lithuanian Culture Council for more details.

LUXEMBOURG
Recovery Approaches
12 March, the Ministry of Culture announced the closure to the public of the following
cultural institutions until 31 March:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Archives
The National Library
The National Museum of History and Art / Dräi Eechelen Museum
The National Museum of Natural History
The National Audiovisual Center
The National Center for Literature
Neimënster
The Philharmonic Hall, Grande-Duchesse Joséphine-Charlotte Concert Hall
La Rockhal - Center for Amplified Music
MUDAM
Casino Luxembourg ⋅ Contemporary Art Forum
The Rotundas

May 11 the Ministry of Culture announced the reopening of the following cultural
infrastructures to individual visitors, subject to strict compliance with sanitary conditions:
•

•
•

State cultural institutes managing documentary heritage at national level, namely the
National Archives, the National Library, the National Center for Literature and the
National Audiovisual Center;
archives and libraries;
museums, exhibition centers and places of interpretation.

On its website, the Ministry of Culture has posted a directory of cultural infrastructures open
to the public, to be updated as the various cultural infrastructures resume their activities:
Directory of cultural infrastructures open to the public
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15 May, the Ministry of Health has published on its portal www.sante.public.lu (in French)
health recommendations for:
•
•
•

libraries, archives and document centers
museums, exhibition centers and places of interpretation
organizers of drive-in cultural activities

Emergency Support
The government of Luxembourg has amended its social assistance laws so that in the event
of pandemics and terrorist attacks, the government has:
•

extending social assistance scheme to independent and freelance professional
performing artists with the possibility of a monthly social assistance benefit up to the
minimum social wage for qualified persons, and additional daily allowances (up to 20
per month)

•

reducing the income conditions normally required to be able to access aid schemes in
proportion to the duration of the exceptional event (7 days per month during which the
situation occurs)

•

grants for cancelled projects will not have to be repaid as long as the commitments to
artists are still met for the most part

•

the Ministry of Culture will continue to fund new projects, with a focus on projects that
can occur despite the pandemic, or requests from entities or artists in difficulty
following the cancellation of a project

•

cultural companies can access partial unemployment benefits via the Employment
Fund, which can cover 80% of normal salary (capped at 250% the minimum wage) for
at most 1,022 hours per employee

•

Recoverable advances are also available to cover the loss of income of small
and medium-sized enterprises and the self-employed

12 June, The Luxembourg Ministry of Culture announced an extension of its aid via the
independent and intermittent professional performing artists scheme until August 31, 2020.
Click here for more info.

MALAYSIA
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 23rd June 2020.
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Digital Actions
Music from Home, an initiative of the Ministry of Communications and Multimedia Malaysia in
collaboration with the Malaysian Music Committee, saw 300 artistes and musicians perform
a series of virtual concerts on 8 April. The project provided a platform for artists to continue
working and producing digital content to entertain their fans at home. Click here to read
about this project (In Malay)

Emergency Support
The Communications and Multimedia Ministry (KKMM) has allocated RM1.32 million
(US$302,884) as an Incentive Feature Film initiative (ITFC) in response to a proposal from
the National Film Development Corporation Malaysia (Finas) to help film producers and
encourage them to continue producing local films.
16 April A recovery programme introduced to support Malaysian artists, collectives
and arts organisations
•

A new programme, called Create Now Funding, operating under the auspices of
CENDANA (Cultural Economy Development Agency) will provide immediate response
grants of up to RM 1,500 per individual artist/cultural worker and, RM 3,500 per
collective/arts organisation.

Additional new grant programmes introduced by CENDANA include;
•

Visual Arts INSPIRE, to support exploration process and research excursion

•

Visual Arts SHOWCASE, to support the contemporary expression of visual art
through independent, alternative and experimental art venues

•

Independent Music Funding Programme, which supports development and creation
of new original or adapted works, live showcases and creation of digital content.

These programmes will be rolled out on April 14. For further information click here

MALI
Recovery Approaches
8 May, the National Defense Council recommended:
•

The compulsory wearing of masks in public spaces;

•

The extension until June 2 of the closure of primary, secondary and higher schools;

•

The lifting of the curfew across the national territory.

Emergency Support
Fonds Maaya has established a Support Fund for Cultural Organisations to maintain
organisations during the pandemic, with a maximum of FCFA 5 million per cultural
organisation.
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MALTA
Recovery Approaches
March saw the initial closures of public gatherings and non-essential services. As Covid-19
restrictions have gradually relaxed, the Malta government has posted details on the
obligatory and guidelines for the operations of services including:
Obligatory Conditions and Guidelines for Libraries (16 June 2020)
Obligatory Conditions and Guidelines for Museums and other Cultural Places (02 June 2020)

Emergency Support
The Arts Council Malta has announced that the government has supported a Self-Employed
In Creative Arts COVID-19 Wage Supplement.
People working in the creative arts –whether full-time employees or self-employed/freelance
– are entitled to a monthly supplement of EUR 800. Part-time employees within the creative
arts sector are entitled to a monthly supplement of EUR 500. An updated Wage Supplement
scheme will remain in place until September 2020. The benefit rate from July 2020 will be
EUR 800 for full-timers and EUR 500 for part-timers to support areas involved with tourist
accommodation, travel agencies, language schools, event organisation and air transport. For
more info click here
Creative practitioners working in the sectors which are originally considered to have been
adversely, but not drastically, affected were to be entitled to a monthly supplement of EUR
160 in the case of full-time employees, EUR 100 in the case of part-time employees, and
EUR 320 in the case of self-employed/freelancers. These sectors include publishing; motion
picture, video and television programming; cultural education; photography and
radiobroadcasting.
Furthermore, Arts Council Malta issued a special call for the Malta Arts Fund, the most
established funding programme for the arts in Malta. This call provides a fund of EUR 75,000
for artists and practitioners to develop projects which address the cultural and creative sector
as impacted by the situation. This call encourages artists to consider various pertinent
themes – including borders, confinement and isolation – within their projects.
EUR 75,000 has been awarded to 11 applicants as part of a special COVID-19 Arts Council
Malta funding scheme, launched to address the financial impact of the pandemic on creative
and cultural practitioners, groups and organisations.
Visit Arts Council Malta for updates (25March)

MEXICO
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 23rd June 2020.
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Digital Actions
The Ministry has also opened a call entitled “With you in the distance: Art movement at
home”:

• aimed at digital content support
• creators over 22 years of age, with a three year or more track record, can participate
• selected creators will receive MXN $20,000 in exchange for the dissemination of their
work

Emergency Support
The Ministry of Culture has:
•

instructed heads of culture throughout the country to allocate up to MXN $1 million
from their funding under the Support to State Institutions of Culture for artists and
local creators, totalling to up to MXN $32 million nationwide

•

announced a ‘function bank’ so that artists etc who were hired from March 20 to April
20 can receive payments on time and replace their presentations with remote
presentations or postponements

•

provided up to MXN $200,000 for ‘Life to cultural infrastructure’ (cultural
programming); MXN $1 million for infrastructure renovations or equipment of buildings
dedicated to culture; and up to MXN $5 million for ‘Strengthening cultural
infrastructure’ (financing cultural construction projects and equipping buildings)

Visit the Mexico Ministry of Culture for more info (in Spanish, 1 April).

NETHERLANDS
Recovery Approaches
15 June. The Netherlands is taking a step by step approach to easing restrictions. The
following outline measures relevant to the cultural sector:

• Libraries are open, observing 1.5 metres social distancing measures.
•

Cinemas, theatres and concert halls can admit up to 30 people per auditorium (not
counting staff) and must observe social distancing.

• Museums and heritage sites may reopen with restrictions as to the numbers of
visitors. Visitors must make reservations.

•

Music schools and arts centres can admit up to 30 people to their buildings
incorporating social distancing measures.

• Professional dancers, actors, musicians and other performers (except singers and

wind instrument players) may practice or rehearse in groups of up to 30, observing
social distancing measures.
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•

Choirs and wind instrument ensembles are advised to await the additional advice
from medical experts and not to start rehearsing together yet.

For further details please see the Government of Netherlands website

Digital Actions
On 12 May the Performing Arts Fund announced a broadening of the 2P scheme to include
digital initiatives aimed at special public outreach. Click here for further information (in Dutch)

Emergency Support
12 May Additional Funding
The Performing Arts Fund is the cultural fund for music, music theatre, dance, theatre, and
festivals in the Netherlands. The Fund provides support to all forms of professional
performing arts on behalf of the national government.
The fund has announced additional measures to the EUR 300 million made available to the
cultural sector in April. These include:
•

A doubling of the budget for music authors to EUR 532,000 and an increase in the
budget to theatre authors by EUR 75,000

•

The temporary Balcony Scenes scheme which has a budget of EUR 500,000 and is
aimed at individual performing artists such as directors, actors, choreographers,
dancers, musicians, but also music and theatre authors. Applications can be
submitted continuously from May 18, 2020.

•

Broadening the 2P scheme for digital initiatives (see above)

For more info click here.
On 15 April the Netherlands government announced an extra EUR 300 million for the
cultural sector. The EUR 300 million has four elements:
•

increases in subsidies for institutions and festivals

•

increase in existing loan facilities at the National Restoration Fund for national
monuments

•

funding for the six government culture funds to support crucial institutions in the value
chain, especially in regions and cities, such as important municipal and regional
museums, venues and cinemas

•

increase in the loan facilities at Cultuur + Ondernemen (crucial for-profit parties in the
value chain such as producers, commercial festivals / galleries can access this)

Previous support measures are the general package the government passed in March,
including:
•

shorter working hours

•

extra support for self-employed people

•

tax measures
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•

leniency package for cultural sector - suspension of rent for government-subsidised
museums, advance payment of subsidies

Please see the Netherlands government website for details.

NEW ZEALAND
Recovery Approaches
11 June New Zealand are operating on alert Level 1, the final stage in their phased
recovery. There are currently no restrictions on gatherings. This includes public and private
events and gatherings as well as sports and cultural activities. There are no limits on
numbers of participants nor are there any physical distancing requirements.
Attendees should have access to appropriate hand washing facilities with soap and water,
and the ability to dry their hands thoroughly as well as an alcohol-based hand sanitiser.
For further details click here
•

On 28 and 29 May, NZ announced NZD $275 million rescue package for the
arts, including:

•

Careers Support for Creative Jobseekers program: $7.9 million

•

Creative Arts Recovery and Employment Fund: $70m over three years for
supporting the rebuild of the creative industries by commissioning and supporting
creative projects at a national and local level.

•

Cultural Innovation Fund: $60m over three years for a contestable fund to support
new ways of operating, cross-sector partnerships, and create new ways to add value
to the economy, particularly through digital exports. This will include supporting
innovative approaches to Māori artforms and traditional knowledge.

•

Cultural Capability Fund: $20m for a focus on immediate needs in response to
Covid-19, such as legal services, online delivery and audience development.

•

New Zealand Music Recovery Fund: $16.5 million specifically directed towards
the contemporary popular music industry (including $7.1m to boost NZ on Air's New
Music programmes, $5m for a Live Music Touring Fund, $3m immediate support for
safe music venues which will be administered by the NZ Music Commission, and
$1.4m to help musicians recoup lost income via Outward Sounds and NZ Music
Month.)

•

$25 million for Creative NZ

•

$1.4 million for Antarctic Heritage Trust

•

$11.364 million to Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga

•

$18 million for the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
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•

$2 million for the Museum Hardship Fund to be administered by Te Papa National

•

$31.8 million for Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision (including funding to prevent the
loss of the audio and visual collection which is rapidly deteriorating)

•

$2.03 million for Royal New Zealand Ballet

•

$4 million for Waitangi National Trust Board

12 June
The New Zealand Government is spending an extra $4 million on boosting the creative
learning programme for kids in schools, providing jobs for 300 artists.
The programme pairs experienced artists and creatives with school children, to teach them
how to express themselves creatively through art, dance, drama and music.
For further info click here

Emergency Support
On 17 April, Creative NZ launched a ‘Thankful for Art’ campaign encouraging the public to
express the love they have for the arts. #TFA.
Creative New Zealand’s Emergency Response Package will include a first phase NZD $16
million investment to buffer and support the arts community, with benefits extending well
beyond the immediate crisis.
The package includes NZD $4.5 million of new money announced on Friday 20 March plus
NZD $11.5 million repurposed from other programmes.
Funding will open on 14 April and will be distributed to the sector through to 30 June 2020
(the end of Creative New Zealand’s financial year).
Creative New Zealand will spend the money on:
1. Resilience Grants for eligible artists, arts practitioners, arts groups and arts organisations
(non-investment clients), to help them recover, maintain and develop their practice in a
completely changed environment. There are two opportunities:

• Arts Continuity Grants (up to NZD $50k), supporting the creation of new work or
the reframing of an existing project

• Emergency Relief Grants (up to NZD $10k per individual), for eligible artists and

arts practitioners, collectives and groups who may be experiencing devastating loss of
income and opportunity and an uncertain future, and who have applied for the
announced government support

2. Short-term relief grants (for multi-year funded arts orgs, to keep the lights on)

• open to existing investment clients and on top of existing funding, with priority given to
those materially negatively impacted by COVID-19, to help them stabilise their
businesses and remain viable. Investment clients are the 83 multi-year funded arts
organisations in the Toi Tōtara Haemata and Toi Uru Kahikatea investment
programmes.
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• Assessment will take up to 20 working days, beginning as soon as the application is
received.

Creative New Zealand has also suspended all other funding programs currently open or
being assessed.
Phase two of Creative New Zealand’s response, which will provide support beyond June
2020, will be explored at the Arts Council’s April meeting.
See Creative NZ COVID-19 response for more information.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Recovery Approaches
Easing of restrictions
11 June, The Northern Ireland government website posted the following details relevant to
cultural activities;
•

Libraries are open with restricted services

•

Open air museums may re-open

•

Museum and galleries are open

•

Concert and theatre rehearsals may resume

•

Outdoor concerts are operating on a restricted basis

•

Spectators may attend live events on a restricted basis

•

Nightclubs, concerts open on a limited basis

Emergency Support
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland is conducting a survey to collect information about the
financial and human impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on artists and arts organisations in
Northern Ireland.
On 30 March, the Communities Minister announced £1 million for an emergency Creative
Support Fund which will enable artists and institutions to present work in new and
innovative ways.
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland:

• will honour all grants awarded in 2019–20, and will aim to issue any remaining
balance of payments for this financial year as a matter of urgency

• will work flexibly with applicants for the 2020–21 year, and roll over organisations’

2019-20 grants into 2020-21, to enable advance payments to assist with cash flow
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• is asking funded arts organisations to continue as far as possible to honour
contracts with artists and freelancers

• is in discussions with its parent department, the Department of Communities, and is
assessing what additional support might be offered to the arts sector.

See the Arts Council of Northern Ireland’s COVID-19 updates for both arts-specific
information and information on broader Government response measures including support
for employers and jobseekers across industries.
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland’s is accepting submissions for its Organisations
Emergency Scheme until 12 June. The primary objective of the programme is to support
the continuance of creative work and assist operational costs where necessary. The
programme seeks to assist small to medium scale organisations to explore ways of working
that will help them adapt and respond to the current changing circumstances.
It will prioritise applications that:

• Can demonstrate a loss of income as a direct result of COVID-19
•

Can demonstrate urgent operational costs not met by existing income, grant aid or
other forms of assistance; these could include overheads and the cost of being
operational until 31 March 2021.

NORWAY
Recovery Approaches
•

As from May 7 events of up to 50 people will be allowed in public places. Participants
must maintain a minimum distance of one metre.

•

Private events may be held with a maximum of 20. Participants must maintain a
distance of at least one metre

The ban on events of over 500 participants has been extended until August 31st, 2020
See the Norwegian government website for further details.

Emergency Support
Arts Council Norway has been tasked with managing a new compensation scheme
targeting the cultural sector during COVID-19.
The compensation scheme for the cultural sector:

• will amount to approx. NOK 300 million, and will be introduced at the same time as a
similar scheme for the sports and voluntary sector

• is to be managed by the Cultural Council, and will include measures targeting
freelancers, self-employed people and cultural organisations
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• does not include institutions with operating grants from the state, but the

Cultural Council is monitoring the situation closely and knows that the institutions are
also heavily affected by COVID-19.

Details of the compensation scheme (in Norwegian, dated 18 March).
On 25 March, Arts Council Norway also announced that NOK 30 million of the Norwegian
Cultural Fund will be set aside in a separate grant scheme for art and cultural projects to
must adapt to the crisis. The scheme is funded from unused funds from previous years and
redeployment of funds from other schemes. The scheme is intended to:
•

stimulate new ways of producing and disseminating art and culture in the ongoing
crisis

•

contribute to production and dissemination across arts and heritage and will target
artists, groups, and distributors

•

digital forms of production and dissemination are central, but applicants can also
receive subsidies for new physical means of dissemination as long as they abide by
the rules for infection control

•

support can be received for completely new works and projects that contribute to the
reuse of works that have been produced but can now be disseminated on new
platforms

•

the scheme as retroactive effect, so projects that were developed or implemented
after events were restricted by government on 12 March can also apply

•

the scheme is expected to have its first deadline in early May, with faster processing
times

The fixed grant schemes will continue as normal. The new scheme can be expanded in need
is greater than expected.
Visit Arts Council Norway for updates (25 March, in Norwegian).
On 29 May, Norway’s Ministry of Culture announced that the compensation scheme for
cultural organizers will be increased, adjusted and extended until 31 August. In addition,
individual artists will receive NOK 70 million in a temporary scholarship scheme to be
managed by the National Artist's Scholarship. For further updates click here (In Norwegian)

Peru
Recovery Approaches
The Peru Government has posted the following recommendations:
•

Mandatory social restraining order between 9.00 pm and 4.00 am. Travel on public
roads is only allowed to buy food, pharmaceuticals, carry out financial procedures and
access activities related to the resumption of economic activities. Only one person
can go out per family from Monday to Saturday, with a mask. On Sundays nobody will
be able to go out.
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•

State of Emergency : valid until 30 June. You can only go to work with a pass, if you
work in health centres, banks, pharmacies, taps, the media, telephone exchanges,
supplying basic necessities, public cleaning, hotels and accommodation centers, or if
you work in a service of phase 1 of the resumption of activities.

Emergency Support
The Peruvian government will include artists in the 380 soles voucher which is being granted
to all those affected by the pandemic shutdown.

THE PHILIPPINES
Recovery Approaches
On 7 June the Film Development Council of the Philippines introduced Health and Safety
Protocols for the Conduct of Film and Audio-visual Production Shoots and Audio-visual
Activities. The following are among the mandatory control measures:

• Reduce the number of workers (maximum of 50).
• Scripts revisions and production executions to be done without sacrificing health and
safety measures.

• Maintain physical distancing.
• Employ engineering controls to limit physical contact and personal hygiene.
• Enforce effective implementation of JAO through Administrative controls.
• Proper use of PPEs.
For further details click here

Emergency Support
On 18 March, the Philippines Department of Labour and Employment announced that selfemployed, under-employed and displaced marginalised workers who have lost their
livelihood or earnings have been affected by the pandemic can receive payment for 10 days
of ‘work’ involving the disinfection / sanitation of their houses / dwellings and the immediate
vicinity.
The following package of services will be provided:

• Payment will comprise 100% of the highest minimum wage for the region
• Enrolment in group micro-insurance
Please see the Department website for details.
The Film Development Council of the Philippines (FDCP) Disaster Assistance and Relief
(DEAR) Program has been triggered by the pandemic crisis. This means that:
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• individuals who are registered under the National Registry for Audio-Visual Workers

(NRAW) who worked, or was scheduled to work in the period, and who are not eligible
for regular unemployment benefits, and are of low income status, can receive a oneoff flat payment of 8,000 pesos tax-free.

Please see the FDCP website for details.

POLAND
Recovery Approaches
After the end of the epidemic, the Minister of Culture and National Heritage plans to
announce a large grant program whose main goal will be to revive cultural activities and
offset any losses that the cultural sector has suffered through the restrictions. This includes:
•

a special compensation program to revive cultural activities and compensate for any
losses that the cultural sector has suffered through the restrictions

•

an increase in the pool of creative scholarships from 1.5 to at least PLN 6.5 million
with the possibility of a second stage of the scholarship competition

•

subsidies for cultural institutions

The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage has posted detailed guidelines on their website
regarding the reopening of various institutions. Further information can be accessed here (In
Polish)
The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage have posted detailed guidelines on their
website regarding the reopening of various institutions. Further information can be accessed
here (In Polish)
18 May saw the removal of cultural restrictions that included the resumption of :

• outdoor cinemas (including car cinemas), while maintain social distance and catering
services to be delivered to the car with staff wearing PPE

• work on film sets (including sanitary regulations), with masks to be worn where
appropriate

• phonographic and audiovisual recordings in cultural institutions,
• individual classes at art colleges,
• resumption of trials and exercises.
On 30 May The fourth stage of lifting restrictions (in Polish) commenced. It is no longer
necessary to cover the nose or mouth when keeping a distance of 2 meters from
others. Masks will still be necessary in some confined spaces, including shops, churches,
buses and trams. In addition, cinemas, theatres, gyms and massage salons, will reopen in
accordance with a strict sanitary regime.
On 2 June, the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage released guidelines applicable to
those organizing cultural and entertainment events during the epidemic.
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These guidelines detail information under the following headings:
1. Internal rules of the event organizer.
2. Principles of artistic and executive work.
3. Information policy for event participants.
4. Audience organization rules.
5. Safety rules at the event site.
6. Conducting catering and commercial activities during the event.
7. Additional procedures for outdoor events.
8. Procedures to be followed in the event of confirmation of a participant's SARS-CoV-2
infection or event handling.
For further information click here (in Polish)

Digital Actions
On 28 April the Minister of Culture and National Heritage outlined the "Culture on the Web"
grant and scholarship program for the dissemination of creative activities or the presentation
of its effects in electronic communication channels, primarily on the Internet. The total project
budget is PLN 80 million of which PLN 20 million is allocated directly to scholarships for
creators, and PLN 60 million for the implementation of projects by institutions.
9 June. The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage outlined an initiative to collect
documentation from anyone who wishes to share their experiences during the pandemic.
Documentation can be sent electronically or by traditional means to the selected State
Archives or its branch with the view that all submissions will be made available online.
A competition will be run in conjunction with this campaign; 'For tempora, o mores! Notes
from a family archivist from the AD 2020 pandemic caused by a coronavirus. "Its purpose is
to document events, experiences, emotions, and everyday life in an individual and family
dimension. The reports created within it will serve to consolidate, preserve and disseminate
the evidence of this year's pandemic.
You can read more about these initiatives here (in Polish)

Emergency Support
The Polish government introduced the Anti-Crisis Shield which includes support to cover
40% of salaries of employees up to the amount of the national average wage, and for selfemployed or contract workers, up to 80% of the minimum wage [I might have got this wrong
via Google Translate]
Specific to the cultural sector, the total value of support for the cultural sector in various
forms may have a value of up to PLN 4 billion (EUR 900 million).
•

A new ‘Creativity on the Internet’ grant program: grants for the development of digital
forms of artistic presentation (PLN 20 million)
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•

Additional program to compensate for losses to culture in connection with the
pandemic after its conclusion

•

Flexible approach to the implementation and settlements of tasks required under the
Minister’s programs

•

Allowing film premieres on VOD platforms and the Internet

•

Extending deadlines and simplifying procedures for applications for financial support
for AV productions

•

Social assistance for artists: Social assistance from the Culture Promotion Fund can
be obtained by artists who are in a difficult financial situation. The Minister of Culture
and National Heritage has made efforts to increase the funds allocated to social
assistance for artists and cultural professionals.

•

Change the regulations on film and audiovisual production, indicating that “film” is also
a production that has not been shown in the cinema. This is to enable the audiovisual
sector to receive grants/subsidies from the Polish Film Institute also for audiovisual
productions which will be presented on digital platforms (VOD).

•

Financing of institutions to be maintained at an unchanged level.

•

Directors of cultural institutions to pay additional remuneration to artists for
"substitute" work carried out outside the institution's premises.

•

Local self-government officials encouraged to reduce rents of municipal premises

Click here for more info.

PORTUGAL
Recovery Approaches
Museums, monuments, and all other cultural venues, sites and events have been closed
and/or cancelled since mid-March, until further evaluation. There was an appeal to city
authorities in order to implement strategies that favour, whenever possible, the
postponement and rescheduling of the shows that were cancelled.
26 June, the Portuguese Government announced that Portugal will, from the 1st of July,
advance to a state of Alert while the Lisbon and Tagus Valley region will go to a contingency
situation (intermediate level) and 19 parishes in the metropolitan area will maintain a state of
emergency.

Emergency Support
The Ministry of Culture has launched a call for all performing arts - independent artists and
groups - to provide financial support through new projects. The available fund is EUR 1
million. In addition:
•

The Arts Directorate General maintains payments to the supported entities.

•

Radio-Television Portugal (RTP) is launching a support package for independent
audiovisual production. There is also a Covid-19 line of credit for small and micro
enterprises in most banks.

Please click here for more info.
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ROMANIA
Recovery Approaches
From 14 May, cultural activities taking place in specific spaces, respectively in museums,
libraries and exhibition halls are allowed if conducted in respect of the measures for
prevention and protection.
Tickets acquired for events or festivals that were programmed in the period March 8th –
September 30th, may be reimbursed as vouchers that can be used for other cultural
activities. If the voucher is not used by September 30th 2021, latest, the organiser will
reimburse all sums received from the consumer until December 31st 2021.
15 May, the Ministry of Culture announced Order no.2.855/830/2020 for measures
preventing contamination with the new coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 and ensuring the proper
development of activities in the cultural sector. These measures refer to museums and art
galleries and libraries outlining employees and individual responsibility, access and contact
with the visiting public, employers as well as the personnel working in offices.
30 May, joint Order no. 2879/967/2020 announced measures to be taken in order to prevent
contamination with the new coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 and to ensure safe sanitary conditions
for the development of activities in museums and art galleries, libraries, in the field of
film and audiovisual production, activities in open air and drive-in.

Emergency Support
Artists and cultural workers are able to apply for compensation representing 75% of their
average gross national wage.
25 March, The Administration of the National Cultural Fund continues to take proposals
(online) for cultural projects for the second financial session of 2020 to support projects
during the pandemic (in Romanian).
March 27, the Ministry of Culture announces the launch of ACCES Online 2020 , inviting
independent cultural operators to submit project proposals to be carried out exclusively
online and that fall in the fields of theater, music, dance, visual arts, intangible heritage. The
budget for the program is1,000,000 lei. The maximum amount that can be requested for a
cultural project / action is 50,000 lei. Online Programs must take place between 30 May and
31 August 2020.
For further details click here (in Romanian)
1 April, The Ministry of Culture announces the launch of the second session of the funding
call "Strengthening cultural entrepreneurship and developing the audience and the public ".
The call aims to increase access to culture, promote cultural diversity and strengthen
intercultural dialogue. The budget is 2,000,000 Euros. The value of the non-reimbursable
financial support that can be granted to a project is between 50,000 Euro and 200,000
Euro .
For further details click here (In Romanian)
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28 April, the Ministry of Culture will support the acquisition of works of art through the
National Museum of Contemporary Art (MNAC) and will approve the supplementation of
2,000,000 lei of the MNAC budget for 2020.

SCOTLAND
Recovery Approaches
29 May, Scotland moved to Phase 1 of the route map for moving out of lockdown. Current
advice posted on the Scottish Government website includes:
Protect yourself and others:
•

stay at home

•

only go outside for essential food, health and work reasons

•

stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people

•

wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home

For further information click here

Emergency Support
•

On Friday 27 March, Creative Scotland launched:

•

The Creative Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund for freelance creative professionals who
have lost earnings due to the cancellation of work as a result of COVID-19, particularly
those who are least likely to benefit from the government’s Job Retention Scheme and
the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme. The Fund will offer one-off payments of
between £500 and £2,500 to help support immediate needs, opening Monday 30
March. The Fund is now closed, and was originally funded at £2 million but received an
extra £1 million from the Scottish government (see below) and £1 million from the
Freehills Foundation, ultimately making the total available £4 million.

•

A parallel £1.5 million Screen Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund will provide one-off
bursary support to self-employed screen sector workers

•

Creative Scotland also repurposed its Open Project Fund as The Open Fund:
Sustaining Creative Development to provide support for individuals and organisations
to sustain their creative development in the coming months.

•

The £7.5 million Fund is a revised approach to Creative Scotland’s Open Project Fund

•

Applicants are encouraged to use funding to explore how best to sustain their practice,
and reimagine their work, during the current climate and in the months to come.

•

Funds may also be used for the development and presentation of work.

•

The Fund will support up to 12 months of activity with a maximum award of £50,000.
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•

Applications to the fund will open on Friday 3 April.

•

Creative Scotland is also:

•

Asking regularly funded organisations and other grant recipients to honour their
contracts with freelancers and artists

•

Honouring all funding awards already committed, regardless of whether the project is
cancelled, reduced or rescheduled

•

Culture Counts is hosting a survey open until May 2020 which is for Scotland’s artists
and organisations to report the impact of COVID-19.

•

On 21 April the Scottish government also announced £100 million to support the selfemployed and SMEs as follows:

•

£34 million Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, managed by Local Authorities, will be
allocated to the newly self-employed facing hardship through £2,000 grants

•

£20 million Creative, Tourism & Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, managed by
the Enterprise Agencies in partnership with Creative Scotland and VisitScotland for
creative, tourism and hospitality companies not in receipt of business rates relief.
Companies of up to 50 employees not receiving business rates relief will have rapid
access to £3,000 hardship grants or larger grants up to £25,000 where it can be
demonstrated support is needed.

•

£45 million Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, managed by the Enterprise Agencies
for vulnerable SME firms who are vital to the local or national economic foundations of
Scotland

•

This announcement also includes an additional £1 million to top up the Creative
Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund.

Click here for more info.

SINGAPORE
Recovery Approaches
15 June. The Singapore government announced they would commence phase 2 of
reopening from June 18. Click here for full details of resumptions and safe management
principles.

Digital Actions
The Digital Presentation Grant (DPG) for the arts is a time-limited scheme for artists and
art organisations to present their work in digital form or via digital mediums, during the
COVID-19 period. Successful applicants may receive up to $20,000 per project. Projects
should be completed by 31 December 2020.
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Emergency Support
On 26 March, the Singapore government announced an additional SGD $55 million for the
arts and culture sector. The funds will be used as follows:
•

the National Arts Council of Singapore (NAC) will provide funding for major
companies and leading arts groups to retain jobs

•

NAC will further enhance the Capability Development Scheme for the Arts
(CDSA) to support the upskilling and professional development of arts organisations
and practitioners

•

the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY), NAC, and the National
Heritage Board will administer a new Fund for Digitisation of Arts and Culture
Content to support arts and cultural institutions, organisations and practitioners to
present works digitally, offer new experiences for audiences, and create new
economic opportunities

More details on the new measures will be provided by MCCY, NAC and NHB.
This announcement follows the earlier allocation by the National Arts Council of Singapore
SGD $1.6 million for two new initiatives that will help arts groups a) improve their skills,
and b) ease expenses incurred from shows being cancelled or postponed.
These are:

• the Capability Development Scheme for the Arts to subsidise the cost of local

courses. It is open to both individuals and arts organisations, which can either enrol
their staff in programs or organise courses for them

• a subsidy to cushion the financial impact of the outbreak on arts practitioners.

Those running events in national cultural institutions between March 7 and June 30
will get a nearly one-third reduction in their venue rental and associated costs

These initiatives are part of the government’s Support and Stabilisation Package, which also
includes:
•

new Self-Employed Persons training support scheme (delivered by the Ministry of
Manpower). Under this, all self-employed persons will be paid an hourly $7.50 SGD
training allowance when attending eligible programs.

See the National Arts Council of Singapore’s response to COVID-19 for more information,
including advice given to arts organisations regarding social distancing, screening measures
for audiences, and potential event cancellations.
See the Singapore government’s Supplementary Budget Statement Annex B-8 for more
information about the SGD $55 million package.
The Singapore government has released further details on their measures to sustain the arts
during COVID-19:
•

On April 6th with a subsequent update on 21 April, the government announced it
would co-fund a 25% wage support scheme for local employees for a period of nine
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months. This support will be increased to 75% for the month of April and May.
Additional jobs support for arts and culture will be announced at a later date.
•

Enhanced rental waivers– eligible tenants and arts organisations that are
Registered Charities on MCCY-owned properties, will receive up to two months of
rental waivers under the Arts and Culture Resilience Package. In addition, all nonresidential tenants on government-owned properties who do not qualify for the two
months of waiver will receive 1 month of rental waiver.

• From 8 April 2020 onwards, the Capability Development Scheme for the Arts

(CDSA) will be enhanced, benefitting a wider range of arts organisations and
professionals. The enhancements include increasing the funding level for arts
organisations and SEPs and extending training programmes until 31 December.

For further details on these recovery measures including digital actions click here

SLOVENIA
Recovery Approaches
30 April, the Slovenian government have published guidelines for the gradual opening of
museums and galleries and libraries (In Slovenian)

Emergency Support
The Slovenian government has announced:

• self-employed cultural workers will receive a three-month basic income. They

will receive $350 for the month of March if they prove a decline in income of at least
25% compared to February 2020, and for April and May they will receive $700 each if
they can prove a decline in income compared to February 2020 of at least 50%. The
State will also cover their social security contributions for these three months.

• NGOS are entitled, like other employers, to government reimbursement of workers’
wages if they are unable to provide them with work as a result of the pandemic

Please see the Slovenian government website for details.

SOUTH AFRICA
Recovery Approaches
South Africa is on Alert level three with restrictions on many activities including workplaces
and social interactions. For a detailed list of current measures posted on the South African
government website click here

Emergency Support
On 25 March the Department of Sports, Arts and Culture has announced a relief fund of
R150 million for artists, athletes and technical personnel and the core ecosystem that
supports them. As at 30 May, the MECs of Sport, Arts and Culture in all provinces have
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since announced the provincial relief funds to assist athletes and artists at that level.
These Funds amount to more than R50 million combined. For further details click here
In the arts sector:

• DSAC-funded projects that had to be cancelled will be compensated for the

expenditure incurred (DSAC reserves the right to determine a flat rate fee for all such
beneficiaries)

• DSAC-funded institutions whose productions have been cancelled. from March-June
will pay the artists and practitioners already booked

• Cancelled non-DSAC-funded projects can apply for Relief Assistance if they have a
national footprint, particularly involving creatives from various provinces.

• DSAC will continue to accept spontaneous project proposals for the use of online

solutions “The 4th Industrial Revolution” until 4 April. These concepts should
respond to the effect of COVID-19 on the sport, arts and culture sectors with digital
platforms, VOD ideas (Video on Demand), streaming, podcasts, social media,
webinars, short animations and documentaries, etc. Compensation will be in the form
of a flat rate payment, to be included in the proposal.

Visit the Department website for details.

SOUTH KOREA
Recovery Approaches
On 8 May the government announced:
•

Financial support for the planning and production of performances at small theaters
for up to 200 theaters, with up to 60 million won for each theater

•

Financial support for the performance production of artists and arts companies for up
to 160 companies. The support will range between 20 million won and 200 million won

•

Support for ticket prices paid by the audience. Each box office will be provided with 3
million discount coupons worth 8,000 won per person

For further details click here

Emergency Support
Thank you to Jebaek Oh from the Korea Arts Management Service for this update (13
April).
South Korea has announced an emergency financial aid package worth KRW 100 trillion
aimed at small businesses, medium sized companies and the self-employed. Assistance
includes:
•

eligibility of small businesses for loans with low interest rates

•

loan guarantee program
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•

extensions on loan payments

•

job retraining

•

childcare subsidies

•

financial support for paid leave for those hospitalised or isolated due to COVID-19

•

household relief funding, alleviation of social security contributions and electricity bills

•

early payment of tax refunds

The Korean government is providing targeted support to the arts, including:

• Emergency Livelihood Stabilization Loan for Artists (closed on March 10) - loans
at the rate of 1.2% / loan amount limited to 10 million won / term unredeemed of two
years and repayment period of three years

• Creative Reserve Fund Support Project - Creative Steppingstone (closed on

March 20). A total of 12,000 artists selected for the creative reserve fund support
project / 3 million won for each person

• COVID-19 Special Loan for Artists: emergency support for artists suffering from

financial difficulties due to cancellation or delay of performances. Loan Limit: 10
million won; Loan Interest: Annual rate of 1.2% (additional 3% for overdue payment)

• Support for business categories that are eligible for special employment support (e.g.
tourism and performing arts) (Ministry of Employment and Labor):

o Employment Maintenance Support Fund: Utilizing the employment
maintenance support fund and other resources that are necessary for
stabilizing employment and unemployed persons’ livelihood within the national
budget, the government has eased criteria while providing more support (up to
90% of the business suspension allowance and leave allowance (up to 70,000
won a day))
o Loan for On-the-Job Training and Living Expenses: Loan of 2 million won
per month, up to 10 million won per person, up to 20 million won for business
categories eligible for the government’s special support for employment;
annual rate of 1% (credit guarantee fee not included) / maximum term
unredeemed of three years / maximum repayment period of five years (monthly
redemption by instalment)
o Loans for Stabilization of Workers’ Livelihood: The government has eased
criteria (e.g. income level) for loans intended to help workers stabilize their
livelihood. Such loans could be used for their medical services and children’s
education as well as for their living expenses that have become burdensome
due to their decreasing income. It has also broadened the scope of those who
are eligible while increasing the maximum amount of the loans.
As at 8 May, the government updated its planned support strategies for the Korean Art
sector. Measures include:
•

COVID-19 Emergency Employment Stabilization Support Fund for freelancers, small
business owners, unpaid leave, etc. 500,000 won per month x 3 months + Employment
Services.
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In addition, the Korea Arts Management Service:
•

has set up a COVID-19 Information Desk for the Performing Arts

•

offers supply of cleaning and disinfection products to small private theatres (with 300
seats or less)

•

is planning to offer support for the venue rental fee of performing arts companies hit
by COVID-19

•

is offering financial support for the planning and production of performances at small
theatres - the government will support 200 theatres, providing up to 60 million won for
each theatre. This is to help the theaters produce and promote their special
performances

•

is offering financial support for the performance production of artists and arts
companies. The government will support 160 companies. The support will range
between 20 million won and 200 million won, depending on the companies’ conditions
including their size

•

is offering support for ticket prices paid by the audience. Each box office will be
provided with 3 million discount coupons worth 8,000 won per person.

As of 8 April, the Seoul Foundation for Arts and Culture has allocated additional
budget of 4.5 billion won in order to provide emergency support for artists (arts
companies), art educators and planners (min. 500,000 won to max. 20 million won). This
includes:
•

“Emergency Support for the Arts Hit by COVID-19" for those in the arts and culture
scene including artists (arts companies) and planners.

•

"Emergency Support for Art Education, Research and Online Content Production"
supporting art educators and project groups.

•

"Emergency Support for Cultural Planning of Artists" supporting freelancers and
planners.

•

"Artists’ Secrets of Dealing with a Disaster" collecting and supporting artists’ ideas of
how to cope with disasters including COVID-19.

•

"Production and Distribution of Barrier-Free Performance Videos" inviting the
audience to enjoy this season’s performances at Namsan Arts Center without any
barrier.

For more information please visit the Korea Arts Management Service online performing arts
information platform, TheAPRO website.

Spain
Recovery Approaches
14 March, the Spanish government declared a state of Alarm which included containment
measures in the educational and training field, commercial activity, cultural facilities,
recreational activities. To read this decree please go to The Ministry of Health website
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8 May, the Minister of Health announced measures related to a phase 1 plan of transition.
This is to begin 11 May and includes the reopening of hotel and restaurant terraces outdoors
with restrictions on numbers and social distancing requirements in place.
Click here for further details.

Emergency Support
At the municipal and provincial levels the following steps have been taken for culture:
•

•
•

The Generalitat Catalunya announced €10 million in aid on March 20, which it then
reassessed at €31 million on April 14, as it considered that the first amount was
insufficient to tackle the scale of the crisis
The Basque Government will provide financial support of €2.5 million to the cultural
sector
The Community of Madrid also announced measures to support arts and culture

Click here for more info.

SWEDEN
Recovery Approaches
On 29 March, the Swedish government limited public gatherings and public events to a
maximum number of 50 participants.
Click here for further information

Emergency Support
The Swedish government announced SEK 500 million in urgent support for culture. Sport will
also receive the same amount.
The emergency support will be distributed to organisers, associations and individual cultural
creators directly affected by cancellations due to the pandemic.
Visit the Department of Culture for more info.

SWITZERLAND
Recovery Approaches
On 6 June, the federal government announced that measures to combat the corona virus
will be relaxed.Events can now be held with a maximum of 300 people or up to 30 people
attending a spontaneous meeting. All leisure activities and tourist services may
resume. Hygiene and distance rules must be observed. If the distance rules cannot be
adhered to, the tracking of close personal contacts (contact tracing) must be ensured, for
example with presence lists.
For further details click here (in German)
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Digital Actions
The Swiss arts council Pro Helvetia has launched a call for its Close Distance initiative. The
aim of the project is to encourage arts practitioners and cultural institutions to initiate new
forms of collaboration and new forms of connection with audiences or to intensify existing
ones – within Switzerland or in cooperation with international partners. Experimental formats
of artistic collaboration and reflection, as well as international networking, partnerships and
platforms are of special interest in this context. The aim is to support and stimulate the
creation of new formats which can be maintained beyond the crisis and which demonstrate
that physical mobility need no longer be a prerequisite for cultural production and reception.
A selected project can be supported with a grant of up to CHF 50,000 ($US 51,355).

Emergency Support
The Swiss government announced general measures which relate to the cultural sector,
including:
•

Compensation for self-employed people who suffer loss of earnings due to official
measures to combat COVID-19 (80% of income and a maximum of CHF 196 per day)

•

Expansion of the ‘short-term work allowance’ for employees on fixed-term contracts or
temporary workers in organisations, and employer-like employees (e.g. partners of a
company who work as employees in the company for a fee), and people who work for
their spouse/partner. They can claim a flat rate of CHF 3320 as short-time work
compensation for a full-time position

•

Guarantees for bank loans to SMEs. Affected companies can receive loans of up to
10% or sales or a maximum of CHF 20 million quickly and easily. Amounts of up to
CHF 0.5 million are to be paid out immediately and 100% guaranteed by government.
This should cover more than 90% of businesses.

The Swiss Federal Office of Culture has announced specific emergency support for the
cultural sector, including:
•

Interest-free loans to ensure liquidity for NFP cultural organisations up to 30% of the
annual income (implemented at the canton-level)

•

Cultural workers can receive emergency aid to cover the immediate cost of living to a
maximum of CHF 196 per day (implemented by the Suisseculture Sociale
association). This can occur for up to three months and supplements the general
economic measures on loss of earnings, because the ‘incomes of cultural workers are
generally low and the compensation according to the (wider economy package)
cannot always cover the cost of living for cultural workers. ‘Cultural workers’ are those
who work full-time in the cultural sector, and finance at least half their livelihood with
their cultural activities or spend at least half of their normal working hours on cultural
activities and includes technical personnel.

•

Cultural organisations and artists can receive grants to cover the financial damage
associated with cancellation or postponement of events and projects or company
closures, up to 80% of the financial loss (excluding lost profits) (implemented at the
canton-level)

55

•

Cultural associations in the ‘lay’ sector can receive financial aid for financial damage
associated with cancellation or postponement of events, up to CHF 10k per cultural
association (implemented by the Federal Office of Culture)

The loan facility for the NFP cultural sector is in addition to the wider economic package.
NFP cultural companies do not consistently have a uniform company ID number, which
technically excludes them from the liquidity facility for the overall economy.
For more details, visit the Swiss Federal Office of Culture. (German, 26 March)
On 13 May the Federal Council extended support for the cultural sector by four months until
September 20. All major events with more than 1,000 people will remain banned at least
until the end of August 2020 and numerous cultural institutions will be closed until at least
June 8, 2020. The total amount remains at CHF 280 million for the time being (as per the
announcement on 20 March). Funds previously used to finance interest-free loans for
cultural companies are now being partially allocated to the default compensation.
Swiss Federal Office of Culture (In German)

TAIWAN
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 23rd June 2020.

Emergency Support
On 2 April, the COVID-19 relief budget for the arts was expanded to NT$5.22 billion. The
Ministry of Culture is providing “Arts and Culture Relief 1.0 and 2.0”. This includes:
•

subsidising a portion of business wages for April-June along with a one-time working
capital injection (Arts and Culture Relief 1.0)

•

subsidies for individuals under the Ministry of Labor’s “Living Allowances for the SelfEmployed and Those Without Fixed Employers,” offering a monthly payment of
NT$10,000 per person April-June

•

The Ministry of Culture will also review production or other sunk costs and increase
aid accordingly to a maximum total of NT$60,000 per person (not eligible if receiving
the above living allowances)

•

Workers in the arts and culture who receive labor insurance coverage through trade
unions, have insured pay of less than NT$24,000, and whose personal income did not
meet the taxable standard in 2018, may additionally receive a living allowance of up to
NT$30,000 from the Ministry of Labor

•

Arts and cultural workers who have not applied for Ministry of Labor’s program can
provide evidence to Ministry of Culture of impact and apply for the “Subsidy for
Reducing Operational Difficulties” April-June

For struggling arts and culture businesses that employ a large number of staff and are
seeing substantial jumps in operational costs or over 50% drops in revenue January-June, a
second category of “Subsidies for Staff and operational Costs for Struggling Businesses” is
available April-June:
•

Up to NT$20,000 per employee plus one-time working capital injection
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•

This is not subject to same NT$2.5 million cap as the “Business and Personal
Subsidies” category

•

The recipient business may not furlough or lay off staff

Please click here for more info.

TUNISIA
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 30th June 2020.

Emergency Support
The Tunisian government has established “The Culture Recovery Fund” (FRC). The Fund
combines public and private endowment:
•

March-May 2020: financial aid for arts professionals placated by the crisis

•

From June 2020: possibility of additional assistance and contribution to costs of
structures impacted by restrictive measures

•

Contribution to damage due to postponements or cancellations

Click here for more info about the Fonds Relance Culture (FRC).

UAE
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 23rd June 2020.

Digital Actions
Following the cancellation of the Dubai Art Fair, the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs’s Office
of Public and Cultural Diplomacy purchased more than AED 1.5 million (USD$408,000) in art
made my Emirati artists. The works will be placed in UAE embassies. The program was
already happening but was 'brought forward in response to COVID-19.
Emergency Support
On 14 May the Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development launched the “National
Creative Relief Program” to support creatives working in the cultural and creative industries
to face the COVID-19 challenges. The program will provide grants to independent artists,
small businesses and creative entrepreneurs in the fields of cultural and creative industries.
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USA
Recovery Approaches
The USA government has posted a three phase approach to opening up America. These
guidelines will be utilised by state and local officials as they reopen their economies and get
people back to work

Digital Actions
8 June, In response to COVID-19, Americans for the Arts has introduced an online tool, the
Arts Agency Action Kit, to assist local arts agencies and organisations to strengthen their
messaging strategies and case-making to preserve their agency! For further details click
here.

Emergency Support
On 25 March the US government passed a third economic stimulus package which includes
$307.5 million in support for the arts and cultural sector as follows:
•

USD $75 million for the National Endowment for the Arts (40% to go to states and
territories’ arts agencies and regional arts organisations)

•

USD $75 million for the National Endowment for the Humanities

•

USD $75 million for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting

•

USD $50 million for the Institute of Library and Museum Sciences

•

USD $25 million for the Kennedy Center

•

USD $7.5 million for the Smithsonian

According to the Americans for the Arts, the government has agreed to waive the typical
National Endowment for the Arts grants’ matching grant requirements and to waive the
requirement for grants to be project-specific. All these new fast-track grants will be for
general operating support with no match required.
The US National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) is continuing to accept and review grant
applications while monitoring the COVID-19 situation.
The NEA is:
•

evaluating and may adjust grant deadlines

•

enabling those already awarded grants to request a Period of Performance extension,
or a change in the scope of the grant project

•

enabling grantees to draw down funds for costs and activities already completed,
depending on the change

•

allowing grantees to close out their awards early, even if they have only completed a
portion of the approved project

•

allowing grantees to change the scope of their projects
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See the NEA’s response to COVID-19 for more information including FAQs for applicants.
The US government has also announced:
•

The US Small Business Administration is offering Economic Injury Disaster Loans to
small businesses in 36 states and Washington, DC at a ‘low’ interest rate of 3.75%
(2.75% for private NFPs)

•

Individuals and businesses will have an extra 90 days past 15 April to pay tax bills

•

Expanded unemployment benefits

•

Tax credits for individuals.

The City of Boston has announced an Artist Relief Fund which will award grants of $500 to
$1,000 to individual artists who live in Boston whose creative practices and incomes are
adversely impacted by the pandemic. The grants can cover:
•
•
•
•

Recouping losses due to cancelled events, including performing arts, panels,
speaking opportunities
Reimbursement for travel expenses related to creative work that you paid for yourself,
e.g. attending cancelled conferences, artist residencies, touring
Offsetting lost income for teaching artists who cannot teach because of closures
Support for artists working full or part-time in the service industry who have lost
supplemental income used to support their creative practices.

Click here for info about emergency funding from foundations and unions in the US.
Click here for a US State-by-State guide to support for musicians and the music
industry.
Click here for info about the City of Boston fund.

Uruguay
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 11 June 2020.

Emergency Support
On 3 April, the Uruguay Ministry of Education and Culture announced a UYP $37 million
“Ruben Melogno Cultural Solidarity Fund” to:
•
•
•

buy productions that will be later presented in educational institutions and community
organisations
support artistic institutions and schools
contract teaching activities online

The Ministry is also:
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•
•

bringing forward the call for Competitive Funds of UYP 15 million and Regional Funds
of UYP 7.2 million
reassigning the Stimulus Funds for Artistic Training and Creation to arts-teaching
activities and educational institutions (UYP 10 million)

The Department of Culture of the Municipality of Montevideo announced a UYP $10 million
fund to support cultural activity. This includes:
•
•
•

support for artists
financing new projects
providing more cultural content online

The intention is to generate financial support to compensate for part of the losses
experienced.
Click here for more info.

WALES
Recovery Approaches
31 May The Chief Medical Officer for Wales advised that those who are shielding were, from
1 June, allowed unlimited exercise outdoors, and could meet with members of one other
household outdoors as long as strict physical distancing and hygiene practices are adhered
to. Click here for further information.
Coronavirus regulations
8 June The Welsh government website lists four main restrictions;
•
•
•
•

certain business are not allowed to be open
people have to stay local and not be indoors with anyone who is not a member of their
household unless they have a good reason
physical distancing of 2 metres applies when going out
people must not gather in public places other than with members of one other household

Digital Actions
Welsh libraries have continued to offer digital services during the pandemic aided by
Government support which provided £250,000 towards additional digital resources. This in
turn has led to an increase in the number of individuals accessing these resources. Statistics
provided by Bolinda, one of the main providers of e-resources, show a 110% increase in
total loans compared to the same period in 2019
Further funding has been provided to libraries via the Welsh £1 million Cultural Resilience
Fund to help adapt facilities to accommodate a click and collect service.
To read the press release from 2 June click here.
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Emergency Support
In Wales, the government announced a package which matches the measures in England
providing a boost to small businesses and self-employed people with and without ‘rateable
properties’, affected by COVID-19 in the retail, leisure and hospitality industries. The
package provides:
•

a ‘business rates’ holiday for a year

•

grants of 25,000 pounds for businesses in the same sectors with a rateable value of
between 12,001-51,000 pounds

•

10,000 pound grants to all businesses eligible for Small Business Rates Relief with a
rateable value of 12,000 pounds or less.

On 1 April Arts Council of Wales announced the launch of a Resilience Fund to help the
arts in Wales to protect themselves against the impact of the Coronavirus crisis. Key points:
•

A £7 million Resilience Fund jointly financed by the Welsh Government and
Arts Council of Wales

•

Funding for individuals and organisations

•

Managed by the Arts Council of Wales

The Resilience Fund includes:
•

£2 million to individuals: the Urgent Response Fund and Stabilisation Fund (this
includes an additional £0.5 million donation from the Freehills Foundation on 23 April)

•

£5.5 million for the Stabilisation Fund for Organisations

The Arts Council of Wales previously also announced:
•

funding conditions for funded organisations will not apply for at least three months

•

advance grant payments can be made to assist with cashflow

•

in exchange, the Council asks funded organisations to honour contracts agreed with
freelancers and artists

•

all project grants will be honoured, regardless of whether the activity is cancelled /
reduced / rescheduled

Click here for more info about the Wales business relief package.
Click here for more info about Arts Council of Wales response. This includes links to
government support packages for freelancers affected by COVID-19 across industries and
encourages people to apply.

ZIMBABWE
Recovery Approaches
We are not aware of any announcements as at 30th June 2020.
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Emergency Support
On 23 April the National Arts Council of Zimbabwe announced a COVID-19 Culture and
Creative Industries Portal which aims to offer information resources to the sector to support
preparedness. The government also recently announced plans to disburse funds through a
grant relief program for artists affected by the national lockdown.
Click here for more info about the portal.
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