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Speaker 1 (00:12): 

You're listening to the Australia Council's INTEL: Podcast Series. In this series we 
speak to artists and arts organisations working across borders to discuss best practice, 
tips and their experiences navigating the impacts of COVID-19 on international mobility. 
We're broadcasting from Gadigal country in Sydney, 

Speaker 2 (00:42): 

We watch each other, and we listen to each other, and we dialogue, and we find out 
best practices, and we are also rallying so that there can be some kind of big change to 
come after COVID-19 is over. Hi, my name is Kamini Ramachandran and I am a 
storyteller based in Singapore. I founded MoonShadow Stories almost two decades ago 
to establish storytelling for adult audiences in Singapore. In my own storytelling practice, 
I collaborate a lot with musicians, visual artists and recently I've been experimenting 
with sound artists using technology and live foley and installation that's audiovisual to 
create new storytelling experiences. I have travelled to many other countries around the 
world, sharing my repertoire of oral tradition stories from Southeast Asia and South 
India. I'm currently collaborating with my very good friend and fellow storyteller, Jackie 
Kerin, who's based in Melbourne, Australia. I founded The Storytelling Centre Limited 
more than three years ago to advance the art of storytelling through an annual festival, 
StoryFest Singapore, and through the Young Storytellers Mentorship Project. Under the 
circumstances I'm doing quite well. I'm happy to be healthy and safe. I'm also really glad 
that I have both my sons and has been under the same roof with me, because their 
health and safety is very important and, I am actually quite calm and doing quite well. 
So the closure of arts venues, the cancellation of large-scale events, the restriction of 
the number of people that can gather in a public environment, all this has had a huge 
impact on my practice. The biggest impact would be to StoryFest Singapore that was 
scheduled to take place during the last weekend in June. So we are reconfiguring 
StoryFest Singapore to become an online festival edition, but we are also waiting for the 
current circuit breaker period in Singapore to be over before we are actually permitted to 
meet and to arrange for filming and recording with our artists. On another note, I'm also 
teaching, and my teaching encompasses the entire month of April. So very quickly, all of 
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us lecturers at the university level have had to adapt to making our online lectures 
available very quickly, and also to learn to use technology like Zoom, and to find 
creative ways to execute group work or participatory work or something that would have 
been done live as a hands on experience. So it's been a very steep learning curve but a 
very supported and enjoyable one. So for example, I would have had a lot of hands on 
activities where the students, who are all adult learners, would get to play with materials 
and shape narratives using various materials as a group. So providing all this materials 
to different locations and different people is logistically impossible at the moment. So I 
have to rethink how I'm going to teach them a certain topic and ask them to make do 
with whatever is lying around in their house and is accessible for them, because they 
are also not allowed to leave home and go and look for these materials. So it's been 
rather challenging trying to work with pre-prepared materials because of the very, very 
short notice, right? The circuit breaker happening. So we didn't actually have time to 
disseminate information and materials to our students. 

Speaker 2 (04:39): 

So we have a large online community, and this community of artists as well as audience 
have come together and we are all providing support in this time of need to each other. 
Whether it's through little short videos of encouragement or answering direct messages 
or emailing one another, or even just picking up the phone and having a long 
conversation with someone else. I think this is very healing and very holistic to continue 
discussions through a different medium or a different device. It may not be the same as 
a performance or an exhibition or you know, a live musical concert, but you're still very 
much in touch with your community of practitioners and your community of audience 
who are missing us, who are missing the work. I'm definitely maintaining connections 
internationally and there is this huge sense of solidarity. One example I can share is this 
whole upheaval among the independent artists and freelance arts workers environment. 
And I belong to a lot of social media groups and we have written petitions, we have met 
with ministers, we are having ongoing discussions and this information is very freely 
shared across the globe. It is not restricted to Singapore or a specific country. So arts 
groups who have no funding, artists who are unable to pay rent for studio, arts venues 
that are closed, we watch each other, and we listen to each other, and we dialogue, and 
we find out best practices, and we are also rallying so that there can be some kind of 
big change to come after COVID-19 is over. After COVID-19 the arts will definitely 
change in two ways. One, is more protection and awareness of best practices for 
freelancers and independent artists, to have guidelines and frameworks to help them 
survive and to function, and to have more respect towards this big group of artists and 
arts workers who are providing important support. The second would be for the artists 
themselves, which is really to slow down, to make and create what we actually want to 
do, and to also look at the healing and therapeutic applications of our individual art 
forms and practices, and how we can actually heal, sooth, calm and provide some kind 
of reassurance for people. 

Speaker 3 (07:15): 

Once upon a time, a long, long time ago, in a time when the animals could talk to men, 
there lived a rabbit. Rabbit she lived deep in a forest and she lived all by herself, for by 
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now, her young had long since grown up and left her nest. It was night, a very dark night 
with only the huge yellow moon glowing up in the sky like a big lantern. Suddenly rabbit 
heard something. She saw a man stumble right next to her and fall down. He was 
ragged and tired and dirty with thin limbs. Rabbit sniffed the air and she stepped 
forward. The man's eyes fell upon her and he stared at her, my friend you are tired and 
ill. Rabbit up closer to the man, please put your hand in my foot, keep yourself warm. 
Now the man, he rested his thin hand on Rabbit's back and immediately Rabbit, she 
could feel the man's kindness, but she still did not know who he was. You have lost your 
way my friend, and I will guide you to the edge of the forest. I cannot repay you, dear 
friend, I have nothing to give you. Please, if you would just walk with me and talk with 
me I would be most grateful, all I want to do is to be able to help you. And slowly the 
man, he stood up and together they walked through that thick forest. They talked as 
they walked, the rabbit guiding the man until they both came to an open field. The large 
moon shone right above them. Rabbit looked at a new friend and she saw how dry his 
lips were, how thin his limbs were. You must be so hungry and tired my friend, please 
do me the honor of eating me for your supper. I am plump and I'm still young enough 
not to be tough. Let me build you a fire so you can cook me and eat me. And with that, 
Rabbit hopped off and gathered firewood and she piled it up high. She did not give the 
man a chance to speak. She worked so fast and so hard that in no time at all she had 
built a fire. The flames were orange and red. She bowed low before the man, thank you 
dear friend for being my companion, and with that she jumped into the flames. Quickly, 
the Buddha reached out his hand and he caught the rabbit. He held her close to him 
and he blew. And then he swung her once, twice, thrice, and he let go of her, and 
Rabbit, she soared high up into the sky, she whirled all the way upwards. The wind in 
her fur, her ears flying behind her. She flew all the way right up to the moon. From down 
below, she heard the Buddha speak to her, my friend, one as kind as you can never 
ever die. From now on, let all the world look up at night and see you, my dear, true 
friend, and let all the world remember your compassion and kindness for a lost and 
hungry traveller. And to this very day, the moon glows around the shadow of that kind 
and gentle rabbit, and travellers the-world-over find hope and encouragement whenever 
they see the rabbit in the moon. 

Speaker 2 (10:37): 

For me personally, I think the biggest change that's going to come about in my own 
individual arts practice would be to look forward to collaborations, to work together with 
other communities, other artists and other creative people. It's given me time to reflect 
and to think about what I want to do in the next many years. And when you've 
established yourself and your form in one particular way or shape, a pandemic like 
COVID-19 can make you think about how you want to evolve as a person and as a 
creative, and I think collaboration is probably something that most people are thinking 
about. I think the arts sector has already started to come together, probably during the 
end of February and early March, we all have started this dialogue. We are here 
thinking about creative solutions and how one sector can support the other, or one 
talent can provide support for somebody else. And many people have started to embark 
on this line. There's a lot of free sharing and giving an honest opinions being shared out 
there, which probably wasn't happening earlier, and that's very healthy and positive. 
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And there are a lot of young people who are being supported and guided with good 
advice that veterans would know. And so this kind of dialogue and support system is 
something that is already happening within the community and it's not necessarily 
government initiated or big sector initiated. It's very grassroots and it's very community 
initiated. 

Speaker 2 (12:30): 

I don't know whether you're interested to know that The Storytelling Centre Limited, 
because our families are isolated and at home, and that home based learning is very 
stressful for parents. A lot of them have messaged me asking about storytelling online 
because every Saturday and Sunday we have different families who come and listen. 
So we've just started as of last week to put 30 minute full storytelling sessions online as 
free videos. And these are filmed by my storytellers at home and directed by me over 
the phone, and then the file is edited. So it's a very interesting process because none of 
us are filmmakers or technical people, but we are all learning these skills, and we're 
putting the content out there, and we've received some amazing feedback from children 
and parents alike, how these 30 minute stories have helped them through the day. 
There was this fear, right, that if COVID-19 extends to five or six months of very rigid 
guidelines about social distancing and staying at home, there was this concern that 
maybe our audiences may kind of forget about the habit of consuming art or attending 
something during the weekend or during the school holidays. But these messages and 
emails and you know, Instagram notifications I've been getting from parents and 
children really mean that they're not going to forget about us. They're waiting for when 
they can come back and see us in the flesh. 

Speaker 1 (14:06): 

You've been listening to INTEL: Podcast Series produced by the Australia Council for 
the Arts, May 2020. On the next Australia Council INTEL podcast: Looking back to look 
forward, with globally connected First Nations artist, curator and writer Jacob Bohme. 
We chat to Jacob on the wisdom of ancestors and elders on country, the need for 
intergenerational dialogue and taking a deep pause so we can learn from the long 
history of this land in reimagining futures. 
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